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Kera botanist wins
WWEF award for a

e
T

A botany researcher who
developed an Al-powered
mobile application to iden-
tify invasive plant species
in Kerala has been award-
ed the WWF (World Wide
Fund for Nature) National
Award.

N. Alim Yusuf, a re-
searcher at the Malabar
Botanical Garden and Insti-
tute for Plant Sciences
(MBGIPS), Olavanna, Koz-
hikode, received the ho-
nour for his innovative ap-
plication  capable of
identifying nearly 100 inva-
sive plant species recorded
in Kerala.

He was presented the
award at the National
ECHO Youth Innovation
Summit 2026, held as part
of the International Youth

T

Biodiversity Conference in
Telangana. As part of the
recognition, he will also re-
ceive a seed grant of ¥1.5
lakh from the WWF to
further develop and scale
his project. His applica-
tion, Neophyte ID, was ear-
lier launched at the Kerala
Science Congress held in
Kochi in February this
year.

Powered by the ad-
vanced machine learning
model YOLOv1I, the app al-
lows users to identify
whether a plant is invasive
simply by capturing its im-

e

Available in both Ma-
layalam and English, it also
integrates geospatial track-
ing to map the spread of in-
vasive species, offering va-
luable data for researchers
and the Forest
department.

17A. Kerala botanist wins WWEF award for app

P & gIfd AP B T F faw wwr
REPR far

e A Kerala botany researcher who developed an Al-
powered mobile application to identify invasive plant species
in Kerala has been awarded the WWF (World Wide Fund for
Nature) National Award.

PR &b T g YD b, e HRa H MehTD el
D UgAH & T Te Al-HaTid Aiagd UfRre e fasRa
fbaT, 3¢ WWF (@S 9138 TS BiR o) IB1 REPR A
T fpa T B

e N. Alim Yusuf, a researcher at the Malabar Botanical
Garden and Institute for Plant Sciences (MBGIPS),
Olavanna, Kozhikode, received the honour for his innovative
application capable of identifying nearly 100 invasive plant
species recorded in Kerala.

TH. 3H TGP, S ATATSR diei-hd e+ U §&iege
PR Wic I5AS (MBGIPS), 3NTadT, HIfNDIs F MyHd &,
P 39 ST U0 3 ForT T fRrer o 3=t & g THIHT 100
3ThTHE Ulell BT Ugard R Habdl & |

e He was presented the award at the National ECHO
Youth Innovation Summit 2026, held as part of the
International Youth Biodiversity Conference in Telangana.

3¢ U8 PR ARMd ECHO T SR |i¥e 2026 & UaH fosan T, S a1 & Sriford
SfARATPHY gar wia fafderar wwte o fow ol

e As part of the recognition, he will also receive a seed grant of ¥1.5 lakh from the WWF to
further develop and s_cale his project.

T YHE & dgd 36 30 Uieide

31 ¥ts gie Hi forem
e His application, Neophyte ID, was earlier launched at the Kerala Science Congress held in
Kochi in February this year.
391 TT Neophyte 1D, 39 T8 HRaS! | difed § SIS $d HISH S H Ugd gl dr
CRIRIBIRI
o Powered by the advanced machine learning model YOLOv11, the app allows users to identify
whether a plant is invasive simply by capturing its image.

I AR AT AlSd YOLOv11 §RT

P M fapRid iR fadR ®1 & fort wwik & #1.5 g

Taferd Ug QU SUANRTh it ! had U1 &1 iR A

Ig UgA § & ST § b 98 SMpTa & a1 g

e Available in both Malayalam and English, it also integrates geospatial tracking to map the
spread of invasive species, offering valuable data for researchers and the Forest
department.
Ig U AaaTad 3R 3 gHf & IUds § SR ST SMhIAd Uuiiad! & JUR & 00 B &
fore iR g oft wnfira 8, St uwmatsll ok o= faunT & fore Iuaih Se1 uem avar

H
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Queen on the board

Vaishali's success should lead to greater
depth in women’s chess

Women’s Candidates cannot be overstat-
ed. The winner of the gruelling 14-round
tournament, featuring the world’s top chess
players, gets the right to challenge the World
champion; now the 24-year-old, who was not
among the favourites in Cyprus, will take on Chi-
na’s Ju Wenjun in the World championship later
this year. Vaishali is the first Indian to win the Wo-
men’s Candidates, which dates back to 1952, and
now only the second Indian to contest the Wo-
men’s World (classical) chess championship
match. She must be aiming to become the first In-
dian to capture the crown that matters most in
women’s chess. Besides Vaishali, Divya Desh-
mukh also played at the Candidates, though she
had a forgettable tournament, finishing seventh
in a field of eight. Divya had made history herself
last July when she won the World Cup: she was
the first Indian woman to win that prestigious
event. It is remarkable that two young Indian wo-
men have won two of the biggest events in world
chess within a space of nine months. And Koneru
Humpy had clinched her second World rapid
championship in December 2024.
Notwithstanding their successes, and the fact
that Indian women, like the men, are the reigning
World team champions (by winning the Chess
Olympiad), the country cannot boast of great
depth in women’s chess. While there is no shor-
tage of fresh talent among boys on the Indian
chessboard, the story is different when it comes
to girls. Women like Vaishali and Divya are not
products of the system; they have succeeded be-
cause of their parents, and in the case of the
former, generous corporate sponsorship has also
played a role. Corporates have also contributed
to the staggering growth of Indian chess. The
WestBridge Anand Chess Academy (WACA),
founded by Sandeep Singhal and five-time World
champion Viswanathan Anand, ensured that mo-
ney was no constraint for Gukesh’s challenge for
the World title against Ding Liren in 2024. Indian
chess can get only better if more corporates step
forward. To ensure that women’s chess keeps its
momentum, the chess federation should focus
on girls, get them trained by Grandmasters, and
organise more tournaments for them.

T he significance of R. Vaishali winning the

within a space of nine months.

17A. Queen on the board

NS W I

e The significance of R. Vaishali winning the
Women’s Candidates cannot be overstated.
R. Vaishali gRT Women’s Candidates Shtaq &1 Hed
AT § 3R T HH Hb o] 3T o bl

e The winner of the gruelling 14-round
tournament, featuring the world’s top chess players,
gets the right to challenge the World champion; now
the 24-year-old, who was not among the favourites in
Cyprus, will take on China’s Ju Wenjun in the World
championship later this year.
H3 141388 gAtde, o d fay & 3y e Raame!
i 81 8, 1 faoidr fay A= & g &3 &1
SfIBR U BT 8; 31T 24 IUT Rerrey, S gy o
wRidter faenfear # wnfie 781 oY, sqad & ofd H =4 &
Ju Wenjun BT HHAT B

o Vaishali is the first Indian to win the Women'’s
Candidates, which dates back to 1952, and now only
the second Indian to contest the Women’s World
gclassical) chess championship match.

Ugell U § 619 Women’s Candidates Sfidl

8, S 1952 9 SAIford 81 T &, 3R 3@ d Women's
World (classical) Tra¥sT Afg=Rg 89 & YT o arelt
Fad g YR B

e She must be aiming to become the first Indian
to capture the crown that matters most in women'’s
chess.
3 P =u § aigensfi & Tas & Ja9 Jeaqu! Rade
St dTel gget WRARS S &1 ded &l gieit|

e Besides Vaishali, Divya Deshmukh also played
at the Candidates, though she had a forgettable
tournament, finishing seventh in a field of eight.
Jelt & ST, Divya Deshmukh 9+ candidates &
YT foran, gTatifes SeT e HHeIR 6T 3R 9 3116
el & Ardd ®H W G

e Divya had made history herself last July when
she won the World Cup: she was the first Indian woman
to win that prestigious event.
e =1 fUsd Sars & World Cup Sa®R Siagr =T o:
9 39 yfafd Ufaafidr &1 Sita- arelt gl WRdrg Afger
Cail

e |tis remarkable that two young Indian women
have won two of the biggest events in world chess

gg I g fob & gaT HRard Afgamst 3 = 7gHl & iR fay Iais i 3 I I1

g Siit €1

e And Koneru Humpy had clinched her second World rapid championship in December

2024.

3R Koneru Humpy 7 f&aR 2024 ® 30+ gat World Rapid Championship S|

¢ Notwithstanding their successes, and the fact that Indian women, like the men, are the
reigning World team champions (by winning the Chess Olympiad), the country cannot boast

of great depth in women’s chess.
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I G Aarstt & davg, 3R 39 3 & FIav[g [ YR AfREE gos &1 avg aadH fay

N AT § (Chess Olympiad STid®R), 21 At & Wa¥st H 8R0S 1 GTaT et B bl
While there is no shortage of fresh talent among boys on the Indian chessboard, the story is
different when it comes to girls.

ST HRT TSt A TS & e UfaHT Bt bl -Tel 8, I8 wrsfohal & ama o fRUfd i g1
Women like Vaishali and Divya are not products of the system; they have succeeded because
of their parents, and in the case of the former, generous corporate sponsorship has also

layed a role.
%m 3R feaam it Afgard youne &t Iuw e §; 9 U ATdI-fdr & R IHd 83 |, 3R
IR & A § IGR PraRe yraer = +f it Ay g1
Corporates have also contributed to the staggering growth of Indian chess.
HIART & T YR Rkt 31 e oty & off avrer fea B
The WestBridge Anand Chess Academy (WACA), founded by Sandeep Singhal and five-
time World champion Viswanathan Anand, ensured that money was no constraint for
Gukesh’s challenge for the World title against Ding Liren in 2024.

WestBridge Anand Chess Academy (WACA), ISREIRSIISE Sandeep Singhal 3R U SR
% fay dftRA Viswanathan Anand 3 @1, 3 I8 13 far i 2024 F Gukesh &1 fay faaw
& fW Ding Liren %@Fmﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ ¢ HIg 14T - & |

Indian chess can get only better if more corporates step forward.

e 34fdes BIURE 3MFT 3Md & df HRATT Yol 3R IR 81 Tebal g

GS Paper 1: History 17 April 2026

TOPICS COVERED

17A | Culture M|n|stry spent ¥76 lakh on RSS centenary print advertisements: RTI reply
TXp T HATad A RSS AT fiie fagmsi wR 276 @@ @d fHw: RTI S

17A | FIFA surprlses Keralites on Vishu with Al-generated image of Messi
fay W FIFA A BRI B Al-SFReS Il &) TR | iemar

17A | QUIZ

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Colours of joy

Assamese girls perform the Bihu dance during
RongaliBihu festival in Guwahati on Tuesday. Rongali
Bihu,a vibrant festival in Assam, marks the Assamese
New Year with

feasting, dancing, and traditional rituals.

BIHU FESTIVAL (ASSAM)
e [trepresents the agrarian cycle, marking different
stages of cultivation and harvest.

e |tis celebrated by the Assamese community
irrespective of caste, religion, or class, symbolizing unity and
cultural identity.

Historical Background

Bihu has its origins in ancient agrarian traditions of Assam.

It is believed to have evolved from pre-Aryan agricultural practices of indigenous
communities such as the Bodos and Kacharis.

The festival reflects a blend of tribal customs, fertility rites, and later Hindu influences.

Types of Bihu
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Culture Ministry spent I76 lakh on RSS

centenary print advertisements: RTI reply
IGS I: History ]

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Culture
spent ¥76.13 lakh on print
advertisements to mark
the centenary of the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS). The information was
shared under a Right to In-
formation (RTI) applica-
tion filed by RTI activist
Ajay Basudev Bose.

Mr. Bose, in his RTI ap-
plication to the Culture Mi-
nistry, had sought informa-
tion on government
expenditure related to the
100-year milestone of the
RSS, the ideological moth-
er of the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party at the Centre.

“In this regard, it is in-
formed that an amount of
%76,13,129 has been spent
on advertisement given in

")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Bihu (Bohag Bihu)

Celebrated in mid-April (around 14-15 April) marking the Assamese New Year.
It coincides with other Indian festivals like Vaisakhi and Puthandu.

It is the most vibrant Bihu, symbolizing spring, fertility, and new beginnings.
Traditional dance (Bihu dance) and music are performed widely.

Bihu (Kati Bihu)

Celebrated in October during the sowing season.

It is a simple and solemn festival, reflecting scarcity in agricultural fields.

Earthen lamps (diyas) are lit in fields and near Tulsi plants to seek protection for crops.
Bihu (Magh Bihu)

Celebrated in January after the harvest season.
It is associated with feasting, community gatherings, and bonfires (Meji).
Symbolizes abundance and prosperity.

17A. Culture Ministry spent
%76 lakh on RSS centenary
print advertisements: RTI
reply

TXPTd TATAT A RSS TdTEL
fiie fagmu=i wR 276 @@ @A

fPT: RTIS™R

cially designed %100 com-
memorative coin and pos-
tage stamp to mark the
occasion. Mr. Modi termed
the RSS as the embodi-
ment of “timeless national
consciousness” and added
that the contribution of the
Sangh will be crucial in the
mission of building a deve- ° ini

e The Culture Ministry spent

¥76.13 lakh on print advertisements

Founded by Keshav Baliram Hedgewar in 1925, the RSS is

‘People-led movement’

commemorating its centenary year since October 2 last year. pTI

various print media by Mi-
nistry of Culture on the oc-
casion of completion of
100 years of RSS,” a res-
ponse from the Ministry,
undersigned by Pappunjay
Kumar, Under Secretary to
the Government of India
and CPIO, whose copy was
shared by Mr. Bose, said.
Founded by Keshav Bali-

ram Hedgewar in 1925, the
RSS is commemorating its
centenary year since Vijay-
dashmi of 2025, which was
celebrated on October 2.
On October 1, 2025,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi attended the centen-
ary celebrations of the RSS
as chief guest in New Delhi,
where he released a spe-

The website of the Culture
Ministry stated that the
RSS has grown as a people-
led movement for national
reconstruction, rooted in
the values of discipline,
service, and patriotism.
Over the decades, it has
played a pivotal role in
education, health, tribal
upliftment, disaster relief,
and community empower-
ment.

to mark the centenary of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS).

TP wATEd - Waaqd |Y
(RSS) &) Tralect & fou file
fARITOT IR 276.13 9@ & HhU|

e Founded by Keshav
Baliram Hedgewar in 1925, the RSS

is commemorating its centenary year
since Vijaydashmi of 2025, which was celebrated on October 2.

P19 IR TSGR gRT 1925 H WIfUd RSS a¥ fasrae=rdt 2025 3 30T RdTsd! a8 FT
T8, O 2 Sraeer &t g T

On October 1, 2025, Prime Minister Narendra Modi attended the centenary celebrations of
the RSS as chief guest in New Delhi, where he released a specially designed ¥100
commemorative coin and postage stamp to mark the occasion.

1 ST 2025 P YUHHAT A% Tl 7 T8 [Gwedt H RSS & Idsd! YURIE H &7 31 & &4
T 4T foran, S8l S5i- 39 AR & ffed B34 & ot Ue faviy =0 3 faegA foar mar 2100
RS a1 3R T fede 9 fmar|

The website of the Culture Ministry stated that the RSS has grown as a people-led
movement for national reconstruction, rooted in the values of discipline, service, and
patr|0t|sm

AT &1 Ja1SC H FHel T/ ¢ fh RSS Th TH-1Add aIdl 3figiead & U H ARy
ST T GAATO & T SR, YT iR SRrHiad & Hedl W SiRa g
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Over the decades, it has played a pivotal role in education, health, tribal upliftment, disaster
relief, and community empowerment.

D! A Y e, WA, TG I, 3T Aed 3R THERe qifdaesor & Agayuf

it RS B

FIFA surprises Keralites on Vishu
with Al-generated image of Messi

Nirmal Harindran
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Vishu appeared to have
gone global on Wednesday.
In a nod to Kerala’s endear-
ing love for football, the In-
ternational  Association
Football Federation (FIFA)
World Cup’s official Insta-
gram account surprised
Keralites celebrating the
first day of the Malayalam
annual calendar by broad-
casting an Al-generated im-
age of soccer legend, Lio-
nel Messi, exulting on the
ground after scoring a goal
with a platter of “Vishu Ka-
ni” in the foreground.

The FIFA World Cup
page also conveyed the in-
ternational sports body’s

c‘, Wawertde ) @

The page also conveyed Vishu
greetings in Malayalam.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Vishu Greetings in Malaya-
lam, “Vishu Ashamsakal”.
The post went super viral
on social media.

Notably, the Al image
has a backstory. The State
government had an-
nounced that Argentina,
Messi’s home team, would
play a friendly internation-
al match to regale fans in
Kochi in 2025.

Kerala’s Sports Minister,
V. Abdurahiman, visited
Spain last September and
met with Argentine Foot-
ball Association officials to
secure the deal, sponsored
by a media house in the
State.

Broken ties
However, the Kerala go-
vernment’s relationship

with AFA soured in April
2026, with Mr. Abdurahi-
man stating that the Argen-

Vishu appeared to have gone global on Wednesday.

fay gyaR &1 I

gia g3 fawrs el

tina team had let the State
down by failing to honour
its commitment. He also
said the AFA had accepted
an advance payment of
3250 crore, but disho-
noured the contract.

Football fans in Kerala
had expressed their pro-
found disappointment on
social media.

Kerala’s football fan
base is deeply divided bet-
ween Argentine and Brazi-
lian loyalists. Colourful
cardboard cutouts of Ar-
gentine and Brazilian foot-
balling icons herald World
Cup season in the State.

The comment section
on the FIFA World Cup
page also saw light-hearted
sparring between the fans.

17A. FIFA surprises Keralites on Vishu with Al-generated image of Messi

fay W FIFA A FRATREAT B Al-SFRes A Y iR A Ao

In a nod to Kerala’s endearing love for football, the International Association Football
Federation (FIFA) World Cup’s official Instagram account surprised Keralites celebrating
the first day of the Malayalam annual calendar by broadcasting an Al-generated image of
soccer legend, Lionel Messi, exulting on the ground after scoring a goal with a platter of
“Vishu Kani” in the foreground.

&R & Peald U Bl &H T 3@d §U

, SARTET Peaid HgIIT (FIFA) 908 HU &b

mmmﬁwaﬁbﬁa$%ﬁﬁqﬁgwéhﬂ3ﬁmﬁ
FiPId GUTH Al-SReS BT 1= &I, H Feala e feraa w=ft it =4 & 918 deH
Ww%aﬁ@é%@%sﬁwmﬁ oy B B TR & B |

The FIFA World Cup page also conveyed the international sports body's Vishu greetings in
Malayalam, “Vishu Ashamsakal”.

FIFA 908 $Y 0% 3 SiqIgia Qe WTTe @1 3R § Hearad § fay #t gusmang o & g

SRToMVThH e |

Football fans in Kerala had expressed their profound disappointment on social media.

A & Peaid URD|

3 e Hifgan

Hifsar IR 78 FRT= ad & A

Kerala’s football fan base is deeply divided between Argentine and Brazilian loyalists.

B B Pedicl b 99 SIS T 3R Freite FHYADT & did Texrs 3 Ao 3|
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Questions and answers to the ﬁkviuus day’s daily
quiz: 1. The letter by Martin Luther King Jr. famously
argues that “injustice anywhere is...” Ans: “a threat
to justice everywhere”

2. King was responding to this document or statement
in the letter. Ans: *“A Call for Unity” by eight white
clergymen

3. King compares himself and the protesters to this
early Christian figure. Ans: The Apostle Paul

4, The full letter was first published publicly as a ....
Ans: As a pamphlet by the American Friends
Service Committee

5. Historical examples used by King to justify civil
disobedience. Ans: Socrates, the early Christians,
the Boston Tea Party, and
Shadrach/Meshach/Abednego

Visual: The connection of the 1964 book ‘Why We Can't
Wait', to the letter from Birmingham jail. Ans: The
book includes a revised and expanded version of
the letter

Early birds: K.N. Viswanathan | Sukdev Shet | Pulkit
Sathe | Sumana Dutta | Prem Nath Tiwari

protests as untimely and extreme. King defended nonviolent direct action, arguing that waiting

for justice perpetuated injustice.

17A. QUIZ
Martin Luther King Jr. — Famous Quote

¢ In his famous work Letter from
Birmingham Jail (1963), Martin Luther King Jr.
wrote that “injustice anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere.”

e This statement emphasizes the
interconnected nature of justice, arguing that
injustice in one place affects moral order globally.

e |t justified nonviolent resistance against
racial segregation and remains a universal
principle advocating equality, human rights, and
collective responsibility in democratic societies.

Response to “A Call for Unity”

e Martin Luther King Jr. wrote a Letter from
Birmingham Jail in response to A Call for Unity
issued by eight white clergymen in 1963.

e  The statement criticized civil rights

e His reply highlighted moral urgency, the legitimacy of peaceful protest, and the need to
confront systemic racial discrimination in the United States.

Comparison with The Apostle Paul

e In Letter from Birmingham Jail, Martin Luther King Jr. compares himself and fellow activists to
The Apostle Paul. He explains that just as Paul traveled beyond his hometown to spread the
gospel, he too felt compelled to carry the message of justice beyond Birmingham.

e This analogy justified civil rights activism as a moral duty, emphasizing urgency, outreach,
and the universal responsibility to fight injustice.

First Publication of the Letter

e Letter from Birmingham Jail by Martin Luther King Jr. was first published in full as a pamphlet
by the American Friends Service Committee in 1963.

o |Initially, portions appeared in newspapers and magazines, but the pamphlet ensured wider
circulation.

o This publication helped disseminate King’s arguments on civil rights, nonviolence, and justice,
making the letter a foundational document of the movement.

Historical Examples Justifying Civil Disobedience
e In Letter from Birmingham Jail, Martin Luther King Jr. cited examples like Socrates, early

Christians, the Boston Tea Party, and Shadrach Meshach and Abednego to justify civil
disobedience.
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Honouring the dead

In memories: A woman looking at lights set up to commemorate the victims of the 2016 Kumamoto earthquake, at Nishihara Village Sports
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In memories: A woman looking at lights set up
to commemorate the victims of the 2016
Kumamoto earthquake, at Nishihara Village
Sports Park on Thursday in Kumamoto
Prefecture.

Kumamoto Prefecture

* Kumamoto Prefecture is located on the island of
Kyushu in southwestern Japan.
« It is an important administrative region known for its

Parkon Thursdayin umamto reecur. A volcanic landscapes, agriculture, and cultural heritage.

* The capital city is Kumamoto.

» Kumamoto lies in the central part of Kyushu island, facing the Ariake Sea to the west.
« It is characterized by mountainous terrain, plains, and coastal areas.
* The region forms part of the Pacific Ring of Fire, making it geologically active.

* Mount Aso is one of the largest active volcanoes in the world.
* It has one of the largest calderas (about 25 km in diameter) globally.
* The volcano is still active and influences the region’s geology and soil fertility.

DAMASCUS 17A. Syria says it took over northeast base

Svyria says it took over northeast

after the pullout of coalition

W A Tede 1 IRt & 916 ITR-gdf 39

base after the pullout of coalition R Hoall 34 & 91 T

e Syria said on Thursday that it had taken control of
Qasrak air base in Hasakeh province in the northeast
after forces from the U.S.-led international coalition
against the Islamic State group withdrew.

TR 7 PR & HEl fob 39 STR-Yd # FUd garde
Uid & HHTH TIR 39 R 5701 7 forn 3, o seenfie
R qYE & G U.S.-Aqed aTel STRTEH TS B!
T4 981 ¥ a9 Ia 7S |

e Qasrak air base was considered a key U.S. base
in northeast Syria and served as a logistics hub for

REUTERS

Syria said on Thursday that it had taken control of Qasrak air base CoNvoys heading towards Iraq.
in Hasakeh province in the northeast after forces from the U.S.-led U m ﬁﬁ a)a[ w_.ﬁw ﬁ TH W us ﬁﬂ

international coalition against the Islamic State group withdrew.

Qasrak was considered a key U.S. base in northeast Syria and T ST AT 3R g gRIP Pl 3R S g HIftball &b i%IQ
served as a logistics hub for convoys heading towards Iraq. AFP ) AR 89 o =0 H HT1H Hdl Ul
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South’s share of seats will not be
cut, PM and Shah tell Lok Sabha

Home Minister slams those ‘spreading misconceptions’; he says LS seats of South will rise from 129 to 195, and reassures

TN. that its ‘power is increasing’; Privanka says if the Constitution Amendment Bill is passed, ‘democracy will be finished
ECS Il Polity

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi and
Union Home Minis-

ter Amit Shah on Thursday
told the Lok Sabha that the
Bills to amend the wo-
men’s reservation law and
carry out a fresh delimita-
tion exercise will keep cur-
rent proportional repre-
sentation of southern
States intact while increas-
ing the absolute number of
seats for each State approx-
imately by 50%.

While the Prime Minis-
ter gave an assurance that
the proportional distribu-
tion of seats among States
will be maintained, it was
the Home Minister who
gave a detailed scenario for
each southern State after
the three Bills become law.

The debate followed the
introduction of three Bills:
the Constitution (131st
Amendment) Bill, 2026, to
enable implementation of
the women’s reservation
by the 2029 Lok Sabha
polls; the Delimitation Bill,
2026, to readjust parlia-
mentary and Assembly
constituencies through a
Delimitation Commission;

that representation of
southern States will

AMIT SHAH

Union
Home
Minister

and the Union Territories
Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2026, to extend the reser-
vation to the legislatures of
Delhi, Puducherry, and
Jammu & Kashmir.

Mr. Shah said that as the
Minister piloting the Bill,
he was placing this inter-
pretation before the House
officially. “I understand my
responsibility. Those who
are spreading misconcep-
tions perhaps do not un-
derstand,” he said.

Shah’s illustration

The Minister showed how
the representation of the
southern States would not
go down. The Lok Sabha
will have 816 seats after de-

As a share 50%

Proposed figures

The table shows the estimated number of seats for southern
States as announced by Union Home Minister Amit Shah

New

SO i Siciment ncre | S

543 seats | (approx.) 316 seats)
Karnataka 28 5.15% 42 5.14%
Andhra Pradesh 25 4.60% 38 4.65%
Telangana 17 3.13% 26 3.18%
Tamil Nadu 39 7.18% 59 71.23%
Kerala 20 3.68% 30 3.67%
Total 128 23.76% 195 23.87%

limitation. He said thatin a
House of existing 543
members, Karnataka has
28 seats, or 5.15% of MPs.
After the Bill is passed, Kar-
nataka’s share will become
42, and its percentage of
seats in a Lok Sabha of 816
members will be 5.14%.
Andhra Pradesh, with its
25 seats (4.60%), will have
38 MPs (4.65%). Likewise,
Telangana’s 17 seats (3.13%)
will become 26 (3.18%),
Kerala’s 20 seats (3.68%)
will touch 30 (3.67%), and
Tamil Nadus 39 seats
(7.18%) will become 59
(7.23%). Mr. Shah said ma-
ny MPs from Tamil Nadu
have come wearing black
clothes, but he reassured

the people of the State that
“your power is not de-
creasing, it is increasing.”

He said the number of
Lok Sabha seats in the five
southern States will go up
from the existing 129 to
195, with the percentage
share increasing from
23.76 % to 23.87%.

Participating in the de-
bate, Congress leader Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra
slammed the delimitation
and said that “if the Consti-
tution Amendment Bill is
passed in Parliament, de-
mocracy will be finished in
India.”

Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav, while ex-
pressing support for wo-

men’s reservation law, said
it should be implemented
only after the ongoing Cen-
sus is complete.

The Home Minister said
he would give his detailed
reply in the Lok Sabha on
Friday.

“I will explain, provided
they sit to listen and do not
walk out. I will explain it
with such simplicity that
even a child in KG (kinder-
garten) would under-
stand,” Mr. Shah said. The
government will need the
support from parties out-
side the National Demo-
cratic Alliance to pass the
Constitution Amendment
Bill since it requires two-
thirds majority. In the cur-
rent Lok Sabha strength of
540 members, the govern-
ment needs the support of
360 members but is falling
short by over 60 MPs.

Responding to Ms. Va-
dra’s accusation that the
government will put its
own people in the Delimi-
tation Commission, he
said: “We have not made
any changes to the Delimi-
tation Commission Act. We
have repeated your Delimi-
tation Commission Act
down to the full stops and
commas.”

17A. South’s share of seats will not be cut, PM and Shah tell Lok Sabha

aféror @t et &1 fFwan g dreT Srem, fivw 3R 2E A AETHT BT Sdr™l

e Home Minister slams those ‘spreading misconceptions’; he says LS seats of South will rise
from 129 to 195, and reassures T .N. that its ‘power is increasing’

T8 WA 7 Tdw el A aral Bt A B S84 HEl b Gle & AT (LS) W
129 ¥ FgHR 195 BTl 3R affrerg (T.N.) & W i3 for Iqat wifad o W& &
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e The debate followed the introduction of three Bills: the Constitution (131st Amendment)

Bill, 2026, to enable implementation of the women’s reservation by the 2029 Lok Sabha polls;
the Delimitation Bill, 2026, to readjust parliamentary and Assembly constituencies through a

Delimitation Commission; and the Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026, to
extend the reservation to the legislatures of Delhi, Puducherry, and Jammu & Kashmir.

g 989 1 f[A9ud! & UKId g & §I¢ gs: |faur (131a1 I=nem) I, 2026, S 2029

AHGHT

ATA! dP AT SREVT AR B DI e Fe; ufeiia= fadkaes, 2026, St ufkdim=

S{TIRT & HTeH F TS SR AU &3 1 TR S, 3R e WfRId W1 S
=NeF) fada®, 2026, S e, ggoRt 3R S HIHR ) faumaqTell § RefuT AR S|
e He said that in a House of existing 543 members, Karnataka has 28 seats, or 5.15% of MPs.
38 FeT [ HiSlel 543 Yl a1 Yo | dfed & U 28 WIS §, AT 5.15% TS |
o After the Bill is passed, Karnataka's share will become 42, and its percentage of seats in a
Lok Sabha of 816 members will be 5.14%.

39 UIRA 819 & TG HHiicd 1 HIC 42 BT MM, 3R 816 VeI AHEHT & IHT Ufa=ra
5.14% BTl
e Andhra Pradesh, with its 25 seats (4.60%), will have 38 MPs (4.65%).
3T T BT 25 TS (4.60%) TGHR 38 S (4.65%) BT ST
o Likewise, Telangana’s 17 seats (3.13%) will become 26 (3.18%), Kerala’s 20 seats (3.68%)
will touch 30 (3.67%), and Tamil Nadu’s 39 seats (7.18%) will become 59 (7.23%).

I TRE AT DT 17 I (3.13%) TGHR 26 (3.18%) BITT, R DI 20 HIC (3.68%) TG 30
(3.67%) BTN, 3R AT B 39 U (7.18%) TGHR 59 (7.23%) B ST

e He said the number of Lok Sabha seats in the southern States will go up from the existing
129 to 195, with the percentage share increasing from 23.76% to 23.87%.

I ol & Ui gl IToat & dreaT el o TRe Wislel 129 IS¢ 195 81 oaft, 3R
Tfa=rd iR 23.76% W TEHT 23.87% B ST

HC seeks replies from 2 Indore
councillors who refused to sing

Vande Mataram at civic meet
Pmsszw—cause notices to Con-

INDORE

The Madhya Pradesh High
Court on Thursday sought
replies from two Congress
women councillors who re-
fused to sing national song
Vande Mataram at a meet-
ing of the Indore Municipal
Corporation (IMC).

The direction by the HC’s
Indore Bench came during
hearing on a public interest
litigation, which sought for-
mulation of a clear legal fra-
mework to ensure dignified
conduct by people present
during the singing of Vande
Mataram at government
events or public platforms.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices Vijay Kumar Shukla
and Alok Awasthi issued

gress councillors from In-
dore, Faujia Sheikh Aleem
and Rubina Igbal Khan,
along with the State
government.

The petition was filed by
local lawyer Yogesh Hemna-
ni, who argued his case in
the court.

He submitted that the
two councillors not only re-
fused to sing Vande Mata-
ram during an IMC event
last week, but also showed
disrespect towards the na-
tional song by making ob-
jectionable remarks.

The petitioner argued
that such conduct by elect-
ed representatives violated
constitutional provisions re-
lated to citizens' fundamen-
tal duties and was punisha-

ble under the Prevention of
Insults to National Honour
Act, 1971.

Cong. probe panel
Meanwhile, Congress’s cen-
tral leadership has consti-
tuted a committee to probe
into the Vande Mataram
row involving its two Indore
councillors, who refused to
sing the national song at an
event, and issues arising out
of media comments of local
leaders, a party functionary
said on Thursday.

He said All India Con-
gress Committee in-charge
for Madhya Pradesh Harish
Chaudhary formed the two-
member panel on Wednes-
day and asked it to submit a
report within a week to ena-
ble organisational action.

17A. HC seeks replies from 2
Indore councillors who refused
to sing Vande Mataram at civic
meet

TR A §ER & 2 el A Sae
A 611 AR 98% A dd
HTARY T I §TPR fbar

e The petitioner argued that such
conduct by elected representatives
violated constitutional provisions related
to citizens' fundamental duties and was
punishable under the Prevention of
Insults to National Honour Act, 1971.

it - ae fear f& Raifra
yfafferdt 1 g8 gagR AR & Hifere
Facdl T Jefdd YauTHe wraum o
I 8 3R T8 T THH
fraror sfifrgs, 1971 % ded deda gl
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Seat allocation for States; a look at what
is being said by who, and what is written

NEWS ANALYSIS

Varghese K. George

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah told the Lok
Sabha on Thursday that
the proposed increase in
its size — from the current
maximum of 550 seats to a
maximum of 850 — will be
done in a manner that
each State in the country
will have an additional
50% seats.

Mr. Shah also read out
the exact numbers for sev-
eral States — Tamil Nadu
from 39 to around 59, Kar-
nataka from 28 to 42, Kera-
la from 20 to 30, Andhra
Pradesh from 25 to 38 and
Telangana from 17 to 26.

The Home Minister said
he would explain on Friday
how this assurance aligns
with the proposals in the
drafts of the Constitution
(131st Amendment) Bill and
the Delimitation Bill. The

Prime Minister and Home
Minister said that the cur-
rent proportion of seats of
each State in the Lok Sab-
ha, which was determined
on the basis of the 1971
population in 1973, will
continue unchanged.

Two-step process
The distribution of Lok
Sabha seats across States is
governed by Articles 81 and
82 of the Constitution, in a
two-step process, set in
two separate sub-clauses
of clause 2 of Article 81.

The first step is to allo-
cate seats among indivi-
dual States. The second
step is to divide each State
into territorial constituen-
cies. The two separate
steps are written in the
Constitution to balance the
principles of federalism
(representation of States)
and democracy (represen-
tation of the individual —
the ‘one person, one vote,
one value principle’).

As per amendments
done during the tenure of

Bills seek to start
the reallocation of
seats immediately,

removing the
2026 sunset proviso

Atal Bihari Vajpayee in
2001 and 2003, these two
steps were tied to two diffe-
rent censuses. Step one,
the distribution between
the States, was tied to the
population of the 1971 Cen-
sus; and step two, the divi-
sion into territorial consti-
tuencies within the States
was tied to population dis-
tribution in the 2001 Cen-
sus.

Article 81 has a sunset
proviso — that this arrange-
ment would be valid until
the first census after 2026.
Article 82 puts a freeze on
readjustment of allocation
of Lok Sabha seats until the
first census after 2026. If
nothing changes in the
Constitution as it exists to-
day, the process for the
next redistribution and de-

limitation of Lok Sabha
seats would have been

kicked off after the data for
Census 2027 were
published.

The current Bills seek to
advance this process and
start the reallocation of
seats and their delimita-
tion immediately, remov-
ing the sunset proviso of
2026 and the linkage of
two different censuses to
the two steps. In the pro-
posed version of Article 81,
both steps will be tied to
the population of the same
census which parliament
will determine from time
to time.

In other words, a Consti-
tutional safeguard for the
proportion of the States
that have stabilised their
population which would
have anyway expired after
a year or two, is being re-
moved with immediate ef-
fect in the amendment.

Based on the enabling
Constitutional amend-
ment, in the draft Delimita-
tion Bill, the Centre is seek-

ing Parliament’s approval
to set the population count
in the latest census, which
is the 2011 Census, to be
the basis for both step one
and two.

This means, if this be-
comes an Act, the new
number of Lok Sabha seats
will have to be distributed
according to the popula-
tion figures in the latest
census. The draft refers to
the latest census several
times.

Clause 4 and 8

Clause 4 says: “It shall be
the duty of the Commis-
sion to readjust, on the ba-
sis of the latest census fi-
gures, the allocation of
seats in House of the Peo-
ple to the States and Union
Territories....”

Clause 8 says, “The
Commission shall, on the
basis of the latest census fi-
gures...determine...the
number of seats in the
House of People to be allo-
cated to each State and Un-
ion Territory...”

17A. Seat allocation for States: alook at what is being said by who, and what
is written

T4l & fore e srdesT: $iF w1 FE 81 @ 3R 1 foreT 8 89 R Ud ok

e The Prime Minister and Home Minister said that the current proportion of seats of each State
in the Lok Sabha, which was determined on the basis of the 1971 population in 1973, will
continue unchanged.

YHR 3R T8 T3 7 gl [ Td® o0 &1 Arpa T & del &1 aaam U, S 1973 &
1971 & SRS & YR TR 77 fobar 71 o, SrafRafdd g

Two-step process

ar-=ofig ufsean

e The distribution of Lok Sabha seats across States is governed by Articles 81 and 82 of the
Constitution, in a two-step process, set in two separate sub-clauses of clause 2 of Article 81.
3T B BT Tict o1 faaRor Wiay™ & sifede 81 SR 82 §RI Ql-aRUNg Ufdhar & Hdtferd
BT 8, S SJ@e 81 & WS 2 & &l HeHT-3HTT Ju-Fe! § Fuifd g

e The first step is to allocate seats among individual States.

Ugdl TRUT TG o0l & aid Uie Pl fTded dAT g |
e The second step is to divide each State into territorial constituencies.

IR TR YD o9 & &A1 fFAate et o faviforg s g |

e The two separate steps are written in the Constitution to balance the principles of federalism
(representation of States) and democracy (representation of the individual — the ‘one
person, one vote, one value prmmple)

A <Y S-S =ROT T A [ TeraTe (R0 &1 Ufaffiia) 8tk eiead (cafad &1 ufaffa —
Teb ofek, TP dle, Teb Hewr Ragiier) o et ob o forg Tu &)

e As per amendments done during the tenure of Atal Bihari Vajpayee in 2001 and 2003, these
two steps were tied to two different censuses.
3red fag™ It & srdeta H 2001 3R 2003 H T T =N & AR, 37 H R0
P T S-S ST I ST T Tl
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e Step one, the distribution between the States, was tied to the population of the 1971 Census;
and step two, the division into territorial constituencies within the States was tied to population
distribution in the 2001 Census.

UEdT RO, 91 & &1 fAdR0T, 1971 B STITUMT B ST I FST UT; 3R GIRT AR, I &b
iR fFafem &=t &1 faUTe, 2001 Bt SIUMT 1 SHEREAT ¥ ST AT

e Article 81 has a sunset proviso — that this arrangement would be valid until the first census
‘Delimitation with
old data can upset
electoral framework’

NEWS ANALYSIS

s Kajago
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court cau-
tioned in 2025 that delimi-
tation conducted on Cen-
sus data gathered prior to
2026 risked destabilising
the “uniform electoral fra-
mework” envisaged by the
Constitution and blurring
the clear demarcation bet-
ween constitutional pre-
scription and  political
discretion.

The court was dealing
with a plea for the conduct
of delimitation of Assemb-
ly seats in Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. The peti-
tioner, K. Purushottam
Reddy, had argued that by
conducting delimitation in
the Union Territory of Jam-
mu and Kashmir in 2022,
the Centre was discrimi-
nating against the two
States. The plea had sought
parity.

The court highlighted
that even “legitimate ex-
pectations” of the electo-
rate could not overawe the
constitutional embargo un-
der the provisos to Articles
82 and 170 of the Constitu-
tion that “no readjustment
of seats or division of
States into territorial con-
stituencies can be underta-
ken until the relevant data
from the first census con-
ducted after 2026 is pu-
blished”. The court said
isolated departures from
the constitutional embargo
for the sake of two States
would amount to an imper-
missible deviation from the
equality principle embed-
ded in Article 14 of the
Constitution.

Rejecting the plea, the
court held that a “contra-
vention of the constitution-
al timeline provided under
Article 170(3) would not
only destabilise the un-
iform electoral framework
envisaged by the Constitu-
tion but also blur the clear
demarcation between con-
stitutional  prescription

The court has held that it can
intervene if delimitation is
found to be arbitrary.

and political discretion”.

The stand of the top
court gains significance
with the Parliament hold-
ing a three-day Special Ses-
sion from Thursday to de-
bate the Constitution (131st
Amendment) Bill and De-
limitation Bill.

Judicial review limited
The Supreme Court has
consistently held that
though judicial review of
delimitation was limited,
the court could intervene if
the exercise was capricious
and unreasonable.

The court, in the 1975
case of Indira Nehru Gand-
hi versus Raj Narain, said
the Constitution empo-
wered Parliament with the
task of framing electoral
laws for “free and fair elec-
tions”, which included
“delimitation of consti-
tuencies and allotment of
seats” to Parliament and
the State legislatures.

The Constitution ex-
pected the legislature to
ensure that these laws
upheld representative and
equitable democracy. On
that trust, it had limited
the power of the courts to
intervene.

The court’s 2024 deci-
sion in the Kishorchandra
Chhanganlal Rathod case
has tilted away from the in-
violability of the delimita-
tion exercise. It held that it
could certainly intervene if
the delimitation was found
to be “manifestly arbitrary
and irreconcilable to con-
stitutional values”.

after 2026.
&a%—czslﬁqaﬁmﬁzuﬁuﬁ% ORI SIIUR T8 STaRIT 2026
¥ dIC Ugel! ST e g1 9y gt

e Article 82 puts a freeze on readjustment of allocation of Lok
Sabha seats until the first census after 2026.
TG 82 AHIHT Uil & T THEIOH IR 2026 & &I Tgalt
SIRTUMT e b TR & |

e If nothing changes in the Constitution as it exists today, the
process for the next redistribution and delimitation of Lok Sabha
seats would have been kicked off after the data for Census 2027
were published.
g addM WaU™ H DIs 9GAd o! [bal ST, df SRTe
3R URAT ufehar 2027 &t SFTUMT & 3 S UHIRIT 8 & alg
T Bl

e The current Bills seek to advance this process and start the
reallocation of seats and their delimitation immediately, removing
the sunset provision of 2026 and the linkage of two different
censuses to the two steps.
aduT fatues 53 Uichd1 BT 3111 TeTehx WKl & Yr: Sffde o
R B R & HRAT 180 §, [OTIH 2026 P F-C WU 3R
al m-mwmahﬁﬁéaﬁwﬁaﬂmﬁﬁmml

e Inthe proposed version of Article 81, both steps will be tied
to the population of the same census which parliament will
determine from time to time.
TG 81 & TN TDHRUT H G| TRUT TP G SIOMET D
TS H IS i, Ford T IHa-99d IR FeiRd s

¢ Based on the enabling Constitutional amendment, in the
draft Delimitation Bill, the Centre is seeking Parliament’s approval
to set the population count in the latest census, which is the 2011
Census, to be the basis for both step one and two.
HdyTe YN & YR W, Alal IR [Idgs § o5 gue 9
SR AT TET & fob FaH ST At 2011 Y SFRTOAT 61 G
TRON & foT SMMER S S|

e This means, if this becomes an Act, the new number of Lok
Sabha seats will have to be distributed according to the population
figures in the latest census.
TP 7Ad ¢ [P AfS T8 T ST 7, A ANpauT Hel Bt g Te
DI AAHTH S0 o sl o TR faalRd &1 gl

e The draft refers to the latest census several times.

T H B3 SR TdIMdH ST T ool fobar T gl

C[ause 4 and 8
TS 4 3R 8

o Clause 4 says: “It shall be the duty of the Commission to
readjust, on the basis of the latest census figures, the allocation of
seats in the House of the People to the States and Union
Territories....”

TS 4 Hgdl §: “3MINT BT g Bl g fb 98 AI-TdH S0 &

3B S! & SMYR W 4! SR g MR TR & fow dieaut § el &1  F: THReH $e... 17
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Clause 8 says, “The Commission shall, on the basis of the latest census
figures...determine...the number of seats in the House of People to be allocated to each
State and Union Territory...”

TS 8 HEdl §, “3MNT TdIHdH SUMT & 3Mhs! &b YR WR... YD Ao 3R g MY TS
P Jrafed AHTHT Tiet ! T Ruifa s,

17A. ‘Delimitation with old data can upset electoral framework’

R 32T F Y IRATT g i B s Foher @

The Supreme Court cautioned in 2025 that delimitation conducted on Census data gathered
prior to 2026 risked destabilising the “uniform electoral framework” envisaged by the
Constitution and blurring the clear demarcation between constitutional prescription and
political discretion.

W PIE A 2025 T Ad@1 &1 7 2026 ¥ UG ThA DI T8 ATOFT el WR foar a1 gRHAHA
AU gRT URS U “THH gATdT G B SRR IR PI ARG 3@dT § 3R HauTHe Jrau™
TYT IS fGadh & g WY SR B YU H JHhl g

The court was dealing with a plea for the conduct of delimitation of Assembly seats in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana.
2;@?13 3{igf GGl %Wﬁﬁww@ﬁ%%mﬁﬁuﬁmwwﬁmw
I

The petitioner, K. Purushottam Reddy, had argued that by conducting delimitation in the
Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir in 2022, the Centre was discriminating against the
two States.

gifyeThdl &. TURH Y31 = ad o T fis 2022 T wwY 3R SR o 2nfyd wewr &
ORI P s TRBR &l sl & I HEGHTT P a1 5

The court highlighted that even “legitimate expectations” of the electorate could not overawe
the constitutional embargo under the provisos to Articles 82 and 170 of the Constitution that
“no readjustment of seats or division of States into territorial constituencies can be undertaken
until the relevant data from the first census conducted after 2026 is published”.

fETAd A gl [ Adararst & “aqy ey off Waum & srgwse 82 3R 170 & WY & dgd
T 7Y e tfdsy R grdt T8l 81 g, forids SAR “2026 & §1e Ugel ST &
IS USRI gH b Hiel & J: AR 1 Iod! ! ey fHafad &= & fauriord &= &
IS TfohaT 751 B S Tl

The court said isolated departures from the constitutional embargo for the sake of two States
would amount to an impermissible deviation from the equality principle embedded in Article
14 of the Constitution.

3feTad 3 Fel fob &Y 3Tl & fore 39 Yo ufasy § e ST erwde 14 § fAfed THHar &
Risid &1 srdier Ieaia gl

Rejecting the plea, the court held that a “contravention of the constitutional timeline provided
under Article 170(3) would not only destabilise the uniform electoral framework envisaged by
the Constitution but also blur the clear demarcation between constitutional prescription and
political discretion”.

rferesT WIS B §U SHaad - Fel [ 3w 170(3) & dgd Muiid Taenfre gwa-iar o1
I A FHad WAYH gRT URSTerd THH TG gl BT SRR S dfess FauH e wrae™
3R Yo fGae & g WY SR &t et B

The court, in the 1975 case of Indira Nehru Gandhi versus Raj Narain, said the Constitution
empowered Parliament with the task of framing electoral laws for “free and fair elections”,
which included “delimitation of constituencies and allotment of seats” to Parliament and the
State legislatures.

3{aTeld =1 1975 % AT ST Ags il a4 It AR H g U1 i Wy Gae o)
Tgda 3R Frsaes g & T g B &1 1 iR o 7, Rorgd Te #ik sy
furrsit & fore «Fafam &st &1 ufeiiae oiR Wel &1 sirder nfia g1

The court’s 2024 decision in the Kishorchandra Chhanganlal Rathod case has tilted away
from the inviolability of the delimitation exercise.
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and irreconcilable to constitutional values”.
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The institutionalised sluggishness of the legal system

or the millions of Indians who have

spent years navigating the labyrinthine

corridors of our legal system, the

courthouse is often a place where hope
goes to languish. While high-profile cases capture
the headlines and move through the docket with
visible momentum, the average citizen finds
himself trapped in a cycle of adjournments and
procedural hurdles that can span generations. We
have reached a point where the phrase “justice
delayed is justice denied” is no longer a warning
but a standard operating procedure.

It’s time for the focus to shift away from the
judge holding the gavel and towards the people
standing in the dock. The urgency of judicial
reform in India is not a professional concern for
lawyers or a theoretical exercise for academics; it
is a fundamental human rights crisis that
demands a total reimagining of how the state
delivers on its promise of fairness.

The excruciating wait

The primary grievance of the common person is
the sheer, suffocating weight of pendency. With
over five crore cases currently clogging the
arteries of our courts, the system has become its
own worst enemy. For a layman, the legal process
feels like a black hole where time and money
disappear without a clear horizon for resolution.
This backlog emboldens the lawbreaker and
exhausts the law-abiding. When a land dispute
takes 20 years to resolve, the winner often finds
the victory hollow, having spent more on legal
fees than the property was worth.

The institutionalised sluggishness of the Indian
legal system has transformed the pursuit of
justice into an endurance test, giving rise to the
grim observation that “the process is the
punishment.” Unnecessary procedural
bottlenecks and the culture of frequent, and often
frivolous adjournments create a gravitational pull
that keeps cases in limbo for decades, effectively
stripping the accused of their dignity, livelihood,
and social standing long before a verdict is ever
reached. This systemic failure is most visible in
the tragic stories of individuals charged with
grave offences who are eventually acquitted, only
to find their lives in ruins and their prime years
spent behind bars, without compensation.

It is particularly unconscionable that those
charged under stringent anti-terrorism laws, such
as the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA), languish in overcrowded prisons without
trial and without the possibility of bail, as the
prima facie evidence standard often makes

17A. The institutionalised sluggishness of the legal
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The excruciating wait

W wdte

incarceration the rule rather than the exception.
To uphold the constitutional promise of liberty,
the judiciary must urgently lay down clear,
mandatory guidelines that fix a firm timeline —
perhaps no longer than one or two years — within
which the state must either commence a
meaningful trial or grant the accused bail.

This transition requires a radical embrace of
the 21st century. For too long, our courts have
operated as if they were frozen in the colonial
era, reliant on mountains of physical files, and
the personal presence of litigants who must often
travel hundreds of miles just to hear a new date
for the hearing. The digital revolution that has
transformed how we bank, shop, and
communicate must now also conquer the
judiciary. Artificial Intelligence (AI) and
data-driven case management are not luxuries,
but necessary tools to dismantle the backlog.
Imagine a system where Al handles the routine
administrative filing, flags delays, and even assists
in legal research, allowing judges to focus their
cognitive energy on the heart of the matter.

Need for inclusivity and accessibility
However, a faster court is only half the battle; we
also require a more inclusive one. Citizens’ trust
in the law is deeply tied to whether they see
themselves reflected in the people who interpret
it. The judiciary has long been criticised for being
an insular “old boys’ club,” where the glass ceiling
for women and marginalised communities
remains intact, with too many judges being
relatives of earlier generations of judges. True
reform means breaking these barriers to ensure
that the Bench represents the vast and diverse
tapestry of India. This is not about identity
politics; it is about judicial quality. A Bench that
understands the lived realities of a diverse
population is a Bench that can deliver more
nuanced and empathetic rulings. When a woman
or a person from a historically oppressed
community sits in judgment, she brings a
perspective that enriches the law and makes it
more responsive to the nuances of Indian society.
Beyond the composition of the Bench, there is
the crushing issue of affordability. In its current
form, justice is a luxury good. The cost of hiring
competent counsel and the incidental expenses
of long-term litigation effectively price out a
significant portion of the population. India must
overhaul the legal aid system, transforming it into
a high-calibre institution that offers the poor a
comparable quality of the representation
available to the rich. If the state can provide food

and education, it must also provide the means for
a citizen to defend their life and liberty.

Furthermore, the geographical centralisation
of our highest courts remains a relic of the past.
The idea that a litigant from south India must
travel to the capital for a final appeal is an
unnecessary burden. Regional Benches or a more
robust system of virtual hearings for the Supreme
Court would go a long way in making the highest
level of justice a local reality rather than a distant
dream.

Beneath these logistical changes lies the soul of
the reform: the preservation of constitutional
morality and judicial independence. The people
need a judiciary that acts as a fearless referee,
one that can hold the powerful to account
without blinking. This independence is the
bedrock of a functioning democracy. Yet,
independence should not be confused with a lack
of accountability. By opening up the process —
through live-streaming of important cases and
clearer criteria for judicial appointments — the
court can rebuild the ‘social contract’ it has with
the people.

A systemic overhaul

The country must stop treating judicial reform as
a series of small, incremental adjustments and
start treating it as a national emergency. The
current state of affairs is a slow-motion
catastrophe that erodes the rule of law every day.
The people are not looking for grand speeches or
ceremonial promises; they are looking for a
system that works, and is fast and fair. We need to
move away from the adversarial culture that
views every legal disagreement as a battle to the
death, toward a culture of resolution. We need
judges who are as comfortable with a computer
screen as they are with a law book, and a legal
profession that values the closing of a case more
than the prolongation of a fee.

As we move towards ‘Viksit Bharat’ 2047, the
measure of our success as a nation will not just be
our GDP or our technological prowess, but how
we treat the person seeking justice in our courts.
If we fail to reform, we risk a future where the law
is seen merely as a tool of the powerful rather
than as a shield for the weak.

But if we succeed, we can create a system
where the scales of justice are finally balanced,
ensuring that no Indian is ever again forced to
wait a lifetime for a truth that should have been
delivered in a day. The time for deliberation has
passed; the time for a transformation that puts
the citizen first, is now.

system

e |tis particularly unconscionable that those charged under stringent anti-terrorism laws, such
as the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), languish in overcrowded prisons
without trial and without the possibility of bail, as the prima facie evidence standard often
makes incarceration the rule rather than the except|on
g 3d ® foF R scddmare-eh | SR UAPA & dgd STRId @ faT gars
3R SHFT & AR & HSUTS arell Siall 7 ¥8d 8, TP prima facie T AIFD & HRUT
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To uphold the constitutional promise of liberty, the judiciary must urgently lay down clear,
mandatory guidelines that fix a firm timeline — perhaps no longer than one or two years —
within which the state must either commence a meaningful trial or grant the accused bail.
TAAAT & JAYTHD d1E BT FIE @ & foIT AIUIfresT HY ¥ 3R Hf-ard feznfew 9
TRT, o T Mfdd Soatar — dyad: T a1 & 9y — ag g, forgss fiR g s ar
heHT YR BT 81T IT S St gt

This transition requires a radical embrace of the 21st century.

Tg gRad 218 G # g aRE UM B AT HRAT B

For too long, our courts have operated as if they were frozen in the colonial era, reliant on
mountains of physical files, and the personal presence of litigants who must often travel
hundreds of miles just to hear a new date for the hearing.

9gd dd JHY d%, AR RIS U 1o 8id I8 & Al 3 SNufafRres g o o gu &, Sef
HIToN WAl b &R IR alGH! ! AT IURUNT SIRID Bieht &, g bad ST aRRd o
& o Jomst Hid =T HA TSt 8

The digital revolution that has transformed how we bank, shop, and communicate must now
also conquer the judiciary.

fora ffRrea wifa 3 AR o, TR ok TR &1 9ad foar 8, S 3a =rguiferesT 7 +ft @]
[ERIRCIBIGIEHY

Artificial Intelligence (Al) and data-driven case management are not luxuries, but
necessary tools to dismantle the backlog.

P gfgww (Al 3R Set1-3nura 9 ydeH Raiydr T8t sfew dfd amel & Jua HA
¥ fo Sma=a® IUHRU B |

True reform means breaking these barriers to ensure that the Bench represents the vast and
diverse tapestry of India.

IRAfa® GUR BT 31 g g Frenrait ) s dife fs (Bench) HRA &1 10w 3R fafay T
D1 Yfffdia R Tob |

This is not about identity politics; it is about judicial quality.

Tg UG &1 IS T favg T2 8; T8 ~a1fie uraw &1 favg |

A Bench that understands the lived realities of a diverse population is a Bench that can
deliver more nuanced and empathetic rulings.

T U e o fafay SRe & aRafads Sita syl &1 THeKd ¢, a8 Sifvs geu iR
mﬂ{ﬁrqtrf fAofa 2 st 31
When a woman or a person from a historically oppressed community sits in judgment, she
brings a perspective that enriches the law and makes it more responsive to the nuances of
Indian society.
w9 IS Hfgar a1 e ¥u I dfd THer BT i r wRal 8, O 98 U U 2 fyHin
T 8 S B Bl YYG ST 8 3R T HRA JAS o1 Sfeadrsit & ufd i dag<ha
CEIGIN
Beyond the composition of the Bench, there is the crushing issue of affordability.
Uio Pt TRATT AW, TP TR AR GAYT (affordability) &1 |
In its current form, justice is a luxury good.
A W T 1 U faemyar & avg s T gl
The cost of hiring competent counsel and the incidental expenses of long-term litigation
effectively price out a &gmﬂcan@ggrﬂon of the population.

g THIA 9 B Bt AN R HBIID GhaHaTol & TeTdd Td S e & Js B
&l T A dfd PR A T

Furthermore, the geographical centralisation of our highest courts remains a relic of the
past.

TP IR, TAR Fared T BT NI BsIPHRUT 3fciid BI Teh [T &1 g3 g |
Regional Benches or a more robust system of virtual hearings for the Supreme Court would
go a long way in making the highest level of justice a local reality rather than a distant dream.

m%mﬂﬁbwmm%mwwaﬁmmm (virtual hearings) g Bl
RIFR IRafasd 9 H 98T gRi|
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On the Sabarimala temple entry case

As a Supreme Court Bench examines the broader implications of its 2018 Sabarimala ruling, the case prompts a look into the evolution of the essential religious practice

doctrine. role of the State and the judiciary in religious reform. and the arguments over whether Ayyappa followers qualify as a religious denomination

LETTER AND SPIRIT

Kartikey Singh
Monalisa Nanda

‘The story so far:
nine-judge Constitution Bench
of the Supreme Court (SC), led
by Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant, is currently hearing
petitions relating to discrimination against
women at religious places, examining the
correctness and broader constitutional
implications of its 2018 ruling in Indian
Young Lawyers’ Association vs. State of
Kerala on women'’s entry into the
Sabarimala Temple in Kerala.

On September 28, 2018, a five-judge
Constitution Bench of the apex court, by a
4:1 majority, struck down the age-
restriction, declaring Rule 3(b) of the
Kerala Hindu Places of Public Worship
(Authorisation of Entry) Rules, 1965 -
which permitted ‘religious
denominations’ to exclude women from
public places of worship on grounds of
custom - as unconstitutional. The
exclusion of women of “menstruating
age” violated the guarantees of equality,
non-discrimination and dignity, the apex
court had held. It further ruled that
devotees of Lord Ayyappa do not
constitute a separate ‘religious
denomination’, and that the said custom
does not qualify as an “essential religious
practice” (ERP).

Balancing religious freedom and
ali

equality

Articles 2528 under Part Ill (Fundamental
Rights) of the Constitution guarantee the
right to freedom of religion, with the
Sabarimala matter focused on the
interplay between Articles 25 and 26.
While Article 25 secures to “all persons™
the freedom of conscience and the right
to profess, practise, and propagate
religion, Article 26 protects the autonomy
of ‘religious denommauuns to manage
their own in matters of relmun
establish institutions, and acquire and
administer property. Both rights are
subject to *public order’, ‘morality’, and
‘health’, with Article 25 additionally
limited by ‘other fundamental rights’.
Framed against the backdrop of India’s
religious diversity, these provisions
safeguard the beliefs and practices of all
faiths.

‘The doctrinal foundation for
interpreting these provisions lies in Sri
Lakshmindra Thirtha Swamiar of Shirur
Mutt (1954), where the Supreme Court
held that religion also mcludes practices
essential to the faith while distinguishing
them from secular activities, particularly
administration, property and finance,
which remain amenable to state
regulation. This sacred-secular distinction
is decided through the ERP doctrine,
which requires courts to assess, with
reference to religious texts and tenets,
whether a practice is integral to a faith,
i.e., whether its absence would
fundamentally alter the religion itself, as
was clarified in Acharya
Jagdishwarananda Avadhuta (2004). The
doctrine seeks to balance ‘religious
autonomy’ with ‘constitutional
accountability’.

Union

judges should not be social reformers,
which must instead emanate from the
legislature and society; and third, that the
Jjudiciary is ill-equipped to determine
ERPs, as the Constitution leaves questions
of religious essentiality to the faith itself.
Building on this, the Union further argued
that the 2018 ruling failed to account for
the internal plurality of Indian religions
and the phrase “any section thereof” in
Article 26, which, it contends, extends
denominational protection to sub-groups
within a faith.

Moreover, Mr. Mehta, citing the
example of temples where men are
excluded, and a Kerala temple where men
enter dressed as women, argued that
religions may impose male or
female-centric restrictions, which have
nothing to do with gender stereotypes or
patriarchy. In a related vein, the
application of Article 17 (abolition of
untouchability) to the exclusion of
women was contested on the gmund that

These verdicts recognised that Article
25(1) protects not only donrme but also

On September 28, 2018, the Supreme Court struck down the ban on entry of women of ing age’ into the

The definition of religious
denomination

things that have scnpmral backing to be
“essential to the religion”. This stands in
contrast to later rulings such as Adi Saiva
SNathan)urgal (2015) and Indian Young

Lawyers’ Association (2018), wherein the
Supreme Court held that even if there is
proof of a certain practice being followed
since pre-constitutional times, it cannot
be afforded protection under Article 25(1)
ifit is not essential to the core functions of
the religion. This pattern points to a
gradual narrowing of the religious
protections afforded under Article 25(1),
with the court allowing for practices and
rituals falling at the periphery of religious
practice to be reformed.

Importantly, Article 25(2)(a) allows the
‘State’ to make laws regulating secular
funcmms associated with religion while

itis hi confined t

practices and cannot be extended to
biological conditions such as
menstruation without distorting its
constitutional purpose.

On conducting reforms in religion
Atits core, the issue turns to how the
Constitution distinguishes between
protected religious practices and those
amenable to reform. While Article 25(1)
guarantees freedom of conscience and
religion, Article 25(2) permits regulation
of secular activities associated with
religious practice. During the Constituent
Assembly debates, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
pointed out the need to separate what is
“essentially religious” from secular
activities intertwined with religion,
advocating limits on religious definitions
to allow State intervention in
non-essential practices. Yet, despite the
Constitutional provision not clearly
demarcating this boundary, the framers’
intent was to protect all practices that are
inherently and essentially religious under
Article 25(1) - a position now narrowed
the evolving ERP doctrine, which shifts
lhe inquiry from whether a practice is

‘The Union government, led by Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, had advanced
three primary contentions: first, that
“constitutional morality” is inherently
subjective and not an independent
ground of judicial review; second, that

religious to whether it is
indispensable to a religion’s core identity.
In doing so, the judicial position taken
in earlier cases adjudicated by the top
court between 1950 and 1980, including
that in Mahant Sri Jagannath Ramanuj Das
(1954) and Seshammal (1972), is undone.

it under Article 25(2)b)
to provide for social welfare or reforms.
Article 25(2)(b) was originally designed to
dismantle caste-based exclusion in Hindu
religious institutions, not gender-based
restrictions. As reflected in the
Constituent Assembly debates,
particularly the views of K.M. Munshi and
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, the phrase “all
persons are equally entitled” emerged in
the context of caste and communal
inequities. Accordingly, gender equality
claims are better grounded in Articles 14
and 15, rather than by expanding Article
25(2)(b).

Thus, the Constitutional text reflects

Religious ions or sects enjoy a
special set of rights under Article 26,
extending beyond the general protections
under Article 25, including autonomy in
managing religious affairs. Additionally,
while the right under Article 25 is subject
to all other fundamental rights, the same
is not the case with the ‘denominational
rights’ granted under Article 26, making
the “denomination” status extremely
covetable.

In Shirur Mutt (1954), the apex court
adopted the Oxford Dictionary meaning
of “denomination” and laid down a
lhree -part test to be fulfilled by a group or

i to qualify as a
(1) common faith, (2) common
organisation, and (3) designation by a
distinct name. Applying this in the Indian
Young Lawyers’ Association (2018), the SC
denied denominational status to Ayyappa
devotees, holding that they were not
distinct from the broader Hindu faith,
particularly as the temple permitted entry
to Hindus across sects rather than
exclusively to Ayyappa followers.

However, critics often rely on an
argument tracing the origins of Article 26
to propound for denominational rights to
the devotees of Ayyappa Swami. Article
26 of the Indian Constitution is borrowed
from Article 44 of the Irish Constitution
from 1937, which at one point in time,
specifically enumerated denominations
like the Methodist Church of Ireland, the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland, and so
on. Therefure the expression “religious

the framers’ intent to vest the power of
reform in the State, which must calibrate
such measures in a manner that is aligned
with the needs of its constituents.

So, what role does the judiciary play?
While Article 25(2) vests the power of
reform in the State, courts retain the
authority to intervene where religious
practices (like witchcraft or human
sacrifice) offend public order, morality or
health. Therefore, a combined reading of
Articles 25 (1) and (2) indicates that, while
the State has the power to actively pursue
social reforms in matters of religion witha
limited scope of application of

“transformative constitutionalism” by the
courts, the judiciary retains the power to
strike down practices that may be
completely abhorrent to the spirit of a
democratic society.

" is one that was originally
used in the context of clearly defined and
organised Christian sects. This definition,
when juxtaposed in the context of
Hinduism’s open architectural
background, often loses meaning, as sects
often do not function independently of
the primary Hindu tenets.

Presumably to account for this
difference, the framers of the Constitution
extended denominational rights to every
religious denomination “or any section
thereof™ under Article 26(1). This allows
for a scenario where sections of a larger
faith, even if not completely distinct from
the said faith, enjoy ‘denominational
rights’ available under the provision.
(Kartikey Singh is a lawyer based in New
Delhi. Monalisa Nanda is a lawyer and
public policy professional. Views expressed
are personal.)

THE GIST

v

Articles 25-28 under Part i
(Fundamental Rights) of the
Constitution guarantee the
right to freedom of religion,
with the Sabarimala matter
focused on the interplay
between Articles 25 and 26.

v

The Union government argued
that “constitutional morality”
is subjective and not an
independent ground for
judicial review; that judges
should not act as social
reformers, with reforms instead
emanating from the legisiature
and society; and that the
judiciary is lkequipped to
determine essential religious
practices.

v

Atits core, the issue tums to
how the Constitution
distinguishes between
protected religious practices
and those amenable to reform.

17A. On the Sabarimala temple entry case

eERHar Hfer UaRr arHd )

e Anine-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court (SC), led by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant, is currently hearing petitions relating to discrimination against women at
religious places, examining the correctness and broader constitutional implications of its
2018 ruling in Indian Young Lawyers’ Association vs. State of Kerala on women’s entry
into the Sabarimala Temple in Kerala.

YRd & Hate <ArTed &1 -~ w@fam de, St sised yRa & 3BT
graneier gdeid R B 7, a#qmﬁmﬁmwﬁwnﬁmaﬁ%ﬁwﬂamﬁwﬁa
mﬁm&haﬁw WQ%QT% fSraw 2018 & g Indian Young Lawyers’ Association §-TH
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State of Kerala & HadtaTar w#fer & afgarsit & var I 9 kg &t duar 3R e daud
TUTd! 1 ofid &1 o1 X1 8|

On September 28, 2018, a five-judge Constitution Bench of the apex court, by a 4:1
majority, struck down the age-based restriction, declaring Rule 3(b) of the Kerala Hindu
Places of Public Worship (Authorisation of Entry) Rules, 1965 — which permitted
‘religious denominations’ to exclude women from public places of worship on grounds of
custom — as unconstitutional.

28 RydeR 2018 FI, Yaf= e &1 ura-~arardi=ia iy fie 7 4:1 987 9 3mg-
refa wfoey o1 FRd o o, ok v fig ardwifre gon wa vasr it srgafa) fram,
1965 & 1\ 3(F) — SNt ‘UTfH& AUGHET BT TRWRT & YR TR ARTATSH D! AdoT-db oIl RIdf ¥
TG W BT AR T AT — BT SRfaeTe aifvd fan|

The exclusion of women of “menstruating age” violated the guarantees of equality, non-
discrimination and dignity, the apex court had held.

AT A AT % Toreaan Mg &t Afgansil &1 SHR Fa=an, sidgHTa-fay Sfik i
& YYD SHYBRI BT Icatg Bl g

It further ruled that devotees of Lord Ayyappa do not constitute a separate ‘religious
denomination’, and that the said custom does not qualify as an “essential religious
practice (ERP)”.

e A g W He fb WA 3wl & Had U ST UTfH® HYerd Ta! aH1d, 3R I8 TRURT
HTTLIP YT YT S U & 919 T8 5|

Balancing religious freedom and equality

T 3R JUTAT BT Hda

Articles 25-28 under Part lll (Fundamental Rights) of the Constitution guarantee the right
to freedom of religion, with the Sabarimala matter focused on the interplay between
Articles 25 and 26.

3™ & U 111 (@ SifieR) & Siavid srgedq 25-28 4l &t wadadr ¥ UfUdR o1 TR
3d 8, 3R FaHTe ITa faRy FU § Sg@e 25 3R 26 F o9 Jay IR Hid 5

Both rights are subject to ‘public order’, ‘morality’, and ‘health’, with Article 25 additionally
limited by ‘other fundamental rights’.

! PR TrdT~e eI, Afddar iR @ & 3¢ §, auT srgede 25 R ifalad
U 3=y Wifere Sftrery &t Fio arp gkt 8|

The doctrinal foundation for interpreting these provisions lies in Sri Lakshmindra Thirtha
Swamiar of Shirur Mutt (1954), where the Supreme Court held that religion also includes
practices essential to the faith while distinguishing them from secular activities,
particularly administration, property and finance, which remain amenable to state
regulation.

ﬁmmﬁwm%mﬁmanm Sri Lakshmindra Thirtha Swamiar of Shirur
Mutt (1954) B Rfed §, Siel wat= =ararad 3 91 i oo & o+ ¥ g smawaes yurd +f
M Bt &, STafes 38 aif=Ruer nfafafR, faRve w=mam, wufvr o fam, & oo fsan
T, < Iy fafeae & s A B

This sacred-secular distinction is decided through the ERP doctrine, which requires courts
to assess, with reference to religious texts and tenets, whether a practice is integral to a
faith, i.e., whether its absence would fundamentally alter the religion itself, as was clarified in
Acharya Jagdishwarananda Avadhuta (2004).

I8 ufea-urifeRue e smazas utfife vt Rigia & arem 3 FuiRa fosa o g, e
il =maTer B! Ui Tt ok Rl & gy & g8 Siida o1 811 © b dis uat et
BT AP 3T 8 71 7ET, 31T IT! Ui ef 1 7 =0 q Faa it a1 e, S
Acharya Jagdishwarananda Avadhuta (2004) o gy forar |

The doctrine seeks to balance ‘religious autonomy’ with ‘constitutional accountability’.

Tg Rrgia unfifer Tarawrar Sik Haenfe Saraes! & s Ige R SR &1 T BT g |

Union government’s contentions

Pg PR & db

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page17



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

The Union government, led by Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, had advanced three
primary contentions: first, that “constitutional morality” is inherently subjective and not an
independent ground of judicial review; second, that judges should not be social reformers,
which must instead emanate from the legislature and society; and third, that the judiciary is
ill-equipped to determine ERPs, as the Constitution leaves questions of religious
essentiality to the faith itself.

Fg AR, e il AeTfiaed quR fgar #2 37 3, 7 diF 3 9 Tgd fhu: u%?vﬂ
& Taenfae Afaewar wyad: afeRe g 3R —fie Tften &1 Wda MR T8l §; TRT, &
=i o) AT GURS 8! 811 A1feT, I8 ST fAuTRieT ofv |HT § o1 a1fey; ok
TRy, o =amauiiresT sra=ads uTfife wuTslt &1 FuRo w37 & wed =76l 8, Fiife wfdue
UTfifep smaxgdarsi & Uy &1 Wd 4+ R Ssar g

Building on this, the Union further argued that the 2018 ruling failed to account for the
internal plurality of Indian religions and the phrase “any section thereof” in Article 26,
which, it contends, extends denominational protection to sub-groups within a faith.

ST SMYR W, g A 31 dob e fas 2018 & fAofa WRdR ol oot siiafves fafderar & e o
TG T fathd 8T 94T 356 26 T Ugad “IqDT Hig Wt a1 araixr unfle Averai o gRam
3! o & MaR Iu-aEl d@ i s g

Moreover, Mr. Mehta, citing the example of temples where men are excluded, and a Kerala
temple where men enter dressed as women, argued that religions may impose male or
female-centric restrictions, which have nothing to do with gender stereotypes or
patriarchy.

P SHfaRad, i Tgar 3 37 HieRT T ISR <d §U ST61 T3 B HaRT aford § adl HRd & T
TR T SeT qou Higensit & a2 § 7aw & €, %ﬁ%m%aﬁwmmmmu
T o §, e aftre wieal ar fuqean 3 &18 gay 761 8

In a related vein, the application of Article 17 (abolition of untouchability) to the exclusion
of women was contested on the ground that it is historically confined to caste-based
practices and cannot be extended to biological conditions such as menstruation without
distorting its constitutional purpose.

=3 T B Aiare & SFhR W Ssde 17 (SRYRHT BT ) & TN HT iy 59
YR W foar w1 i 7 Ufaeiie ©u 3 wifa- muﬁauw&ﬁw@ﬁa%aﬁ?sﬁmﬁmuﬁ
R Sfaw srawatelt 0w faRaid HRA1 3% JauTe I5xa &I fagd Bl

During the Constituent Assembly debates, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar pointed out the need to
separate what is “essentially religious” from secular activities intertwined with religion,
advocating limits on religious definitions to allow State intervention in non-essential
practices.

TR YT Bt 9891 & GRMH, ST, &1 3R, 3rASHR - T8 &M1d favan b gerar: enfifer Il &t
aﬁ@rq@ﬂﬁﬁﬁawﬁrﬁmﬁ@rmma{w%awﬁmw&waﬁww
Ry B3 &1 9ad= fFar afe AR-smazge yuTsi # 39 &Y 4T 8 IP |

These verdicts recognised that Article 25(1) protects not only doctrine but also rituals,
observances, ceremonies, and modes of worship, i.e., all practices that are essentially
religious and not merely things that have scriptural backing to be “essential to the
religion”.

ﬁﬁvﬁﬁ%ma%aamzsmmﬁmﬁﬁaﬁm STARY, JHRIG
3 g Y AR 1 o3& e B, srufe 3 Wl v o Hera: efie &, 7 Haw 3 Rt
g urfife duY # sifvrardar &1 SR B 1

This stands in contrast to later rulings such as Adi Saiva Sivachariyargal (2015) and Indian

Young Lawyers’ Association (2018), wherein the Supreme Court held that even if there is

proof of a certain practice being followed since pre-constitutional times, it cannot be

ae orded protection under Article 25(1) if it is not essential to the core functions of the

religion.

Tg fufa a1g & for, S Adi Saiva Sivachariyargal (2015) 3R Indian Young Lawyers’

Association (2018)@[‘@{3[% ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁawﬁw%tﬂ%ﬁ%uw#ﬁmlﬁmﬁ

gaﬂq‘eﬁs‘r qag%ﬁaﬁela@zzw)éwmawwﬁﬁﬁmuﬁaguﬁ%aamﬁ?
STIYD
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This pattern points to a gradual narrowing of the religious protections ae orded under
Article 25(1), with the court allowing for practices and rituals falling at the periphery of
religious practice to be reformed.

7 TaRi <RI § o Srgedeg 25(1) % Siid T fru g urfifes wRaron SRR AR R T,
ST arrerd enfifer gt & argst & o 3 aTelt Huah 3R SN & GUR T U 8T ¢ |
Importantly, Article 25(2)(a) allows the ‘State’ to make laws regulating secular functions
associated with religion while also empowering it under Article 25(2)(b) to provide for
social welfare or reforms.

Tyl U ¥, 36 25(2)(a) 35 ! 4 J Faftr eiferder wraf & fafawa & g
HTH T B A AT €, STafh 3G 25(2)(b) & Ted I ATHTRTS HedTor g1 UR &
for w=ra foran T B

Article 25(2)(b) was originally designed to dismantle caste-based exclusion in Hindu
religious institutions, not gender-based restrictions.

TG 25(2)(b) Jora: fEg enfifer T # snfe-smeniya Weuma &t waTe o4 & forg
ST T T, 7 fop At wfadey & o)

As reflected in the Constituent Assembly debates, particularly the views of K.M. Munshi
and Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, the phrase “all persons are equally entitled” emerged in the
context of caste and communal inequities.

ST o5 e auT ot gt J, faRive) &.uw. G430 ok 8. &t R, srdsa & faar! o
ufkaferd giar g, “aft afdal & T SifeR 87 g8 areier favrd iR Jrqeie
AT & T H IR

Accordingly, gender equality claims are better grounded in Articles 14 and 15, rather than
by expanding Article 25(2)(b).

3{d: ARTS THTGT & 31a D) 3rJdg 14 3R 15 T YR e 31w Iuged €, 7 & srgwdg
25(2)(b) & IR & ATeAH Y|

Thus, the Constitutional text reflects the framers’ intent to vest the power of reform in the
State, which must calibrate such measures in a manner that is aligned with the needs of its
constituents.

Y UHR Aaurte ure Fafarst o 39 42 & gxiiar 8 o gUR 3t 21fe Isa &) veF o
TS 8, SR 310 AMR ! &) Sazgerarstl & =T 39 IUTl &I Tgferd o3 AUl

While Article 25(2) vests the power of reform in the State, courts retain the authority to
intervene where religious practices (like witchcraft or human sacrifice) offend public
order, morality or health.

el G 25(2) YUR B Rifakd I8 B T BT 6, dal AIerd! & I I8 HIBR 1
TEA1 ¢ T & 3 T WT3H (S SITge 91T a1 WIHia afen) | §¥a4U ) Sl die SaawT,
Aferear a1 WA & 99 51

Therefore, a combined reading of Articles 25 (1) and (2) indicates that, while the State has
the power to actively pursue social reforms in matters of religion with a limited scope of
application of “transformative constitutionalism” by the courts, the judiciary retains the
power to strike down practices that may be completely abhorrent to the spirit of a
democratic society. ]

3fd: TG 25 (1) MR (2) HT Y 34T T8 T § S el v & ury wnfifes aret o
HTATRTS GUR FH 1 Yad ¢ 94T AT gRT URGa-THRT HaeT i &1 Sifid JanT
T30 T T &, 98T <ATAuTiRIPT & U 3 UA13f &1 R Fvl &1 SRISR § S Apdits
TS Bt UG- & Yoid: fFusia g

The definition of religious denomination

uTfHe Huqra 31 afvurer

Religious denominations or sects enjoy a special set of rights under Article 26, extending
beyond the general protections under Article 25, including autonomy in managing religious
affairs.

T Hyera a1 Ul &1 Srgedg 26 & Siavfa faRy fIeR T §, S Srgedq 25 & W
TREUT Y 31 S U uTfife ATHe & UdeH o arawdr U aRd ] |

Additionally, while the right under Article 25 is subject to all other fundamental rights, the
same is not the case with the ‘denominational rights’ granted under Article 26, making the
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“denomination” status extremely covetable.
9% 3ifaRad, STel 3¢ 25 & idiid SHfIGR o Tt Mifere SifreRY & srefi7 €, a8t
TG 26 & 3T [T 7ML AWSIRAP SARISR 39 TR Hfid 721 €, S Awgra &1 gert
3Ad Hedqul & ST § 1

e In Shirur Mutt (1954), the apex court adopted the Oxford Dictionary meaning of
“denomination” and laid down a three-part test to be fulfilled by a group of individuals to
qualify as a denomination - (1) common faith, (2) common organisation, and (3)
designation by a distinct name.

Shirur Mutt (1954) H Wafed =Gma1ed = “denomination” 1 STRIBIS RMeqehIRT Pt TRUTT HI
3UATA §U TP AH-was g uigron Reifed fasan, formaes siaeia forsht wig &1 Suer 9 oH &
forT (1) THI STRYT, (2) FHH WS, 3R (3) FafRIy A gRT ugard g1 3w 7|

e Applying this in the Indian Young Lawyers’ Association (2018), the SC denied
denominational status to Ayyappa devotees, holding that they were not distinct from the
broader Hindu faith, particularly as the temple permitted entry to Hindus across sects rather
than exclusively to Ayyappa followers.
sﬁ Indian Young Lawyers’ Association (2018)ﬁan1m?r§11 i< <TaTay 3 ST
Yl 1 YU BT Gof o § SABR a1, I8 Hd gU o 3 e fig e ¥ et =8 &,
ﬁ@wmﬂ%nﬁ?mﬂmﬁ%%@ﬁﬁméﬂ% T fo Haa sy sl &

e However, critics often rely on an argument tracing the origins of Article 26 to propound for
denominational rights to the devotees of Ayyappa Swami.

, 3T U 3G 26 B! I BT Y&t SH W @il & Wadl &) Sueiis

SHTRIPR 3 T T H2a B

e Article 26 of the Indian Constitution is borrowed from Article 44 of the Irish Constitution
(1937), which at one point in time, specifically enumerated denominations like the Methodist
Church of Ireland, the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, and so on.
YR TfIUTH BT 3¢ 26, ITRAT P JAUT 1937 F 3T ¢ 44 I foran man B, o
TP I R faRY U ¥ RRAS &1 AYifeve a9, smvds &1 ufaeias o of duem
D1 I T Ty T

e Therefore, the expression “religious denomination” is one that was originally used in the
context of clearly defined and organised Christian sects.

31d: “uTfife Tuera” @ sifiaafad Yad: WY ¥U § gRUIRT iR Trifed sars udf & Tauf o
T g% 4

e This definition, when juxtaposed in the context of Hinduism’s open architectural
background, often loses meaning, as sects often do not function independently of the
primary Hindu tenets.
Ig Ry 91 g o &t gelt wearers ggyfia | ar &t ol 8, O s9@T 3 U HHSR
T ST 3, Fifeh Uy SR feg Ragial ¥ W ©U 3 &1 181 dxal|

e Presumably to account for this difference, the framers of the Constitution extended
denominational rights to every religious denomination “or any section thereof” under
Article 26(1).

R efct: 4 SR T 1 & 76 gU Hﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂfﬂsﬁﬁ&a@zzeaﬁmmmﬁw
‘mmﬁﬂﬁmaﬁ”ﬁm 3{fIPR Uar fbu

e This allows for a scenario where sections of a larger faith, even if not completely distinct from
the said faith, enjoy ‘denominational rights’ available under the provision.

) R0t R Scret 81 & o Farel 2 e & Sfefa oY Al 342 &t ot v e A Y,
o= ot TueTRIe® AfUPRY &1 Ty U o Tohd B
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War brings U.S.
close to net
crude exporter
for first time
since WW2

War dividend: Chemical and oil tankers anchored in New
York harbour in New York City, U.S. REUTERS

Reuters
HOUSTON

The U.S. nearly turned into a net crude exporter
last week for the first time since World War Two
as shipments surged close to a record high to
meet demand from Asian and European buyers
scrambling to replace Middle East supplies cut by
the Iran war.

The U.S. and Israel’s war with Iran triggered
the largest ever disruption to the global energy
market as Iranian threats to shipping stopped
around a fifth of the world’s oil and gas supplies
from transiting the Strait of Hormuz waterway.

Refiners in Asia and Europe that depend on
those supplies have bought alternative cargoes
from wherever they can, sharply boosting
demand for oil from the U.S., the world’s largest
producer. However, analysts and traders say the
U.S. is rapidly approaching its export capacity.

producer.

Net imports narrow

Net imports of crude oil, or the difference
between imports and exports, narrowed to
66,000 barrels per day last week, the lowest on
record in weekly data that goes back to 2001,
according to U.S. government data released on
Wednesday, while exports climbed to 5.2 million
bpd, the highest in seven months.

On an annual basis, the U.S. was last a net
exporter of crude in 1943, data showed.

Rising U.S. crude exports are evidence that
Atlantic Basin and Asian buyers are reaching
further out for available supply,with regional oil
price differences making up for the costs of
shipping, said Rystad vice president of oil
markets, Janiv Shah.

Countries such as Greece have snapped up
U.S. crude for the first time ever in recent
months. About 2.4 million bpd, or some 47% of
U.S. exports last week sailed toward Europe,
according to ship tracking service Kpler. Around
1.49 million bpd, or about 37%, headed to Asia,
up from30% a year ago.

Top buyers included the Netherlands, Japan,
France, Germany and South Korea.

A vessel carrying 5,00,000 barrels of crude
signaled it was en route to Turkey, which would
mark the first U.S. export to the country in at
least a year, Kpler data showed.

Imports to the U.S., meanwhile, dropped by
more than 1 million bpd to 5.3 million bpd last
week. The U.S. still imports a lot of its crude as its
refineries are designed to take heavier, more sour
grades than the light sweet crude it produces.

The disruption to Middle East supplies blew
out the premium for Brent crude futures over
U.S. West Texas Intermediate crude futures to as
much as $20.69 a barrel last month, reducing U.S.
buyers’ appetite for imports, while making U.S.
crude attractive to refiners in Europe and Asia.

The price of physical crude oil cargoes for
prompt delivery to Europe hit a record high near
$150 a barrel on Monday.

17A. War brings U.S. close
to net crude exporter for first
time since WW2

g & R U.S. fgdia fay
Y5 & 91G U5l IR Y5 P
mrude)ﬁﬁaﬁ?aﬂﬁ%

e The U.S. nearly turned into a
net crude exporter last week for the
first time since World War Two as
shipments surged close to a record
high to meet demand from Asian
and European buyers scrambling to
replace Middle East supplies cut by
the lIran war.

U.S. U&d Iudrg T Ugall §R
fgdia fay g & aI¢ Y wan da
(crude exporter) EFT‘TCIT
Fife Rigde Rals TR & HRid Ugd
T Al TR sﬁvq:\ﬁtﬂu@'ﬂm‘r‘
D AN G DI S b, Ol KA FH b
HRU FHe gU HeA Yd STyfef o g
¥ forg oy HR B U
o Refiners in Asia and
Europe that depend on those
supplies have bought alternative
cargoes from wherever they can,
sharply boosting demand for oil from
the U.S., the world’s largest

TR 3R TR & Rl S 57 smyfifal iR Rk §, 319 w8l @ oft Yy 81 dwfeus
HIT EXle, o g & qad 98 IUTGH U.S. & od $I AR doft 3 ¢ T8 |
e On an annual basis, the U.S. was last a net exporter of crude in 1943, data showed.

TI® SMUR W, U.S. 307 SR 1943 ¥ Y[ FHadl 0 Haiad T, 3ids! 3 udl Ia|
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trading

Relaxation of U.S. day-trading rules opens the door to impulsive, high risk YOLO

S-¢fe$w fFgul d &t 9 smd i, S Sy aret YOLO ST &1 I=ar gan

India’s rural models are shaping development diplomacy

hen India launched the National
Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM)
in 2011, under the Ministry of
Rural Development, it did so with

an ambitious objective: to tackle
multidimensional poverty by enabling rural
households to access gainful employment and
sustainable livelihoods through self-employment,
financial inclusion, and learning new skills.

Now, 15 years later, the programme’s scale,
endurance, and outcomes have exceeded even its
early champions’ expectations. Over 20 million
women members of Self-Help Groups (SHGs) earn
over ¥1,00,000 in income, and women banking
correspondents are present in over 60% of local
governments. Further, over 50 million women
have accessed bank credit, boosting female
labour force participation since 2018.

Remarkably, the NRLM has crossed borders,
guiding rural livelihood initiatives across the
Global South, particularly in Africa, and is subtly
shaping India’s development diplomacy.

India’s quiet transformation

The magnitude of the NRLM’s achievements is
striking. As of mid-2025, the mission is active in
742 districts; has reached over 100 million
households; mobilised more than nine million
SHGs; facilitated ¥51,368 crore in capitalisation
support; and enabled bank linkages amounting to
%12 lakh crore, an expansion unprecedented in
both scale and its focus on women. The Union
Budget 2026-27 strengthened this trajectory with
a 19, 200 crore allocation, reaffirming the NRLM
as India’s flagship programme for rural poverty
alleviation. What sets the NRLM apart is not only
its breadth but the ecosystem it has nurtured. It
has created federated community institutions at
the village, cluster, and block levels; established
community-based cadres delivering last-mile
services; and embedded rural women in formal
financial systems. Such a combination of social
mobilisation, institutional architecture, and

Veda
Vaidvanathan

Fellow, Centre for
Social and Economic
Progress

In recent years,
a growing
number of
African
governments
have begun
exploring the
Indian
SHG-based
livelihoods
framework

access to credit and skills has made the mission a
unique and enduring intervention in global
development practice.

Beyond borders

Innovations in development rarely travel easily
across borders because they are shaped by local
political economies, social structures, and state
capacities. Yet the NRLM’s design appears
unusually portable. In recent years, a growing
number of African governments have begun
exploring the Indian SHG-based livelihoods
framework. Delegations from Ethiopia, Tanzania,
Malawi, Kenya, and Rwanda have undertaken
detailed study visits to India, examining not just
the outcomes of the NRLM but the operational
mechanics that make it work. They sought to
understand how India managed to scale SHGs to
tens of millions of women; how credit linkages
with banks were created and sustained; how
communities were mobilised into federations;
how trained cadres were deployed at scale; and
how accountability and financial discipline were
embedded in the system. This surge of interest
reflects a wider shift in how countries of the
Global South envision development: no longer in
terms of Western knowledge templates but
through peer learning, centred on contextually
relevant and locally rooted innovation.

African policymakers are drawn to the NRLM
for several interrelated reasons. First, its focus on
women'’s collective empowerment resonates
strongly with ongoing efforts across Africa to
deepen women’s economic participation. The
SHG model, built on pooled savings, peer
learning, and trust-based credit discipline, offers
a structured vet flexible way to strengthen
women'’s agency. Second, the NRLM’s
architecture is cost-effective, relying not on heavy
capital investment but on community-driven
processes and cadre systems that allow even
resource-constrained governments to scale the
programme. Third, the model aligns well with the

realities of large informal economies across
Africa, where livelihood diversification and
microenterprise formation are crucial. And
finally, the model appeals to these countries
because it is an institution-building approach
rather than a mere scheme; it strengthens local
governance, enhances accountability, and creates
long-term community capacity.

India’s emerging development diplomacy
India’s development cooperation has historically
emphasised capacity-building, concessional
finance, and technical assistance. The
dissemination of the NRLM marks a clear
evolution — the country is now exporting
social-sector institutions grounded in its own
developmental experience. Such institutional
models create sustained linkages between
bureaucracies, implementing agencies, and
community organisations, offering a distinct
channel for international engagement. They also
provide potential entry points for collaboration in
digital governance, agriculture, and financial
architecture. The NRLM example illustrates how
India’s domestic innovations are shaping
South-South cooperation by circulating
knowledge and institutional practices rather than
resources alone. To build on this momentum,
India could institutionalise the sharing of its rural
livelihoods knowledge through a dedicated Rural
Livelihoods Knowledge Exchange Platform,
linking state livelihood missions, training
institutions, and African governments. Expanded
training, longer fellowships, immersion visits and
joint pilot projects could help adapt SHG-based
initiatives to local contexts.

The NRLM is no longer only India’s story of
rural transformation. Growing interest from
African nations demonstrates that India can
generate solutions that develop livelihoods far
beyond its borders. In doing so, New Delhi is
shaping a new paradigm for global development.

Views expressed are personal.

17A. India’s rural models are shaping development qiplomacy

YRd & THIT

Hisd

B PR ¢ T2 8

e When India launched the National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM) in 2011, under the
Ministry of Rural Development, it did so with an ambitious objective: to tackle

multidimensional poverty by enabling rural households to access gainful employment and

sustainable livelihoods through self-employment, financial inclusion, and learning new

skills.

g YRd 1 2011 H National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM)@W@WW?

Sfaifd = fora, df 39T Se=d
TRIVR, faxia THT 3R U
IR BT UTI

o Now, 15 years later, the programme’s scale, endurance, and outcomes have exceeded even
its early champions’ expectations.
3{d, 15 N 91G, $H HRHH BT AR, RIMAG R TRUMH 395 RS Tadd! ot srensit &
ot 31 81 g% B

e Over 20 million women members of Self-Help Groups (SHGSs) earn over 21,00,000 in
income, and women banking correspondents are present in over 60% of local
governments.

SmarH TS T Auer ut, 5 fore ardtor uaRy &
IR & A1e0H A Fad TSART 3R ATHBRY JASHTR
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Self-Help Groups (SHGs) @1 20 fAfera ¥ $1fd Afgd Tawd 21,00,000 F 31 M ffoid
FRIE 8, 3R Afgen afh ufafifer 60% ¥ oifife R WeRI & HiE 7

Further, over 50 million women have accessed bank credit, boosting female labour force
participation since 2018.

9% 3ffafad, 50 fferam & it afgansii 3 9 Hor urd fbar 8, S99 2018 F w1 Afgan
s yriieRt A gfg g3 B

Remarkably, the NRLM has crossed borders, guiding rural livelihood initiatives across the
Global South, particularly in Africa, and is subtly shaping India’'s development diplomacy.

o=y =9 ¥, NRLM 7 HH137 & UR & forn § 3R Global South, TaRIWaR SithieeT & Frefior
3{TSNfaeT Ugdl &1 ANTRIH &R 8T §, 99T YR &1 faPprT de-iifa & 1 oHR ¢ @81

India’s quiet transformation
YRA &1 id gRad

The magnitude of the NRLM’s achievements is striking.
NRLM & SUaferdl &1 faxdR srcdd THIa=ITe 81

As of mid-2025, the mission is active in 742 districts; has reached over 100 million
households; mobilised more than nine million SHGs; facilitated ¥51,368 crore in
capitalisation support; and enabled bank linkages amounting to %12 lakh crore, an
expansion unprecedented in both scale and its focus on women.

T 2025 a%, I8 R 742 fore & 9fsha 8; 100 Frfm= / iftre uf¥ary o uga gar g, =t
fafRra= & o SHGs &1 7167 R o1 &; 351,368 RIS I Yult TS (capitalisation
support) Y& &R &1 §; aﬁﬁmmao—agaa%%WH&mmgm% S faaR 3R

HigeT-dbisd P10 G F Siydyd 5 |

The Union Budget 2026-27 strengthened this trajectory with a 19,200 crore allocation,
reaffirming the NRLM as India’s flagship programme for rural poverty alleviation.

FHlT Fole 2026-27 3 319,200 HRIS &b 3de & 1Y 37 =0 B Hofed fawan, A NRLM
WWH’H@W (flagship programme) EFIT'Q’GH%I

What sets the NRLM apart is not only its breadth but the ecosystem it has nurtured.

NRLM & fafRTs S aTelt 1q ad SUT fawdR -Tel dfcw ag TiRfRUfae! 7 3 ol sa9
fawfd fovan g1

It has created federated community institutions at the village, cluster, and block levels;
established community-based cadres delivering last-mile services; and embedded rural
women in formal financial systems.

T TTd, FReR MR il TR IR Hafed Qrgerie WA (federated community
institutions) EF!T'SC & —Gﬂ%ITﬁ'd?ﬂTh?r (community-based cadres) Rf1fud feu gol
aﬁﬂwwﬁ?ﬂqwaﬂﬁ% SR greftor wfgansil ® siuaiie foxia yomedt & sheT 3|

Delegations from Ethiopia, Tanzania, Malawi, Kenya, and Rwanda have undertaken
detailed study visits to India, examining not just the outcomes of the NRLM but the
operational mechanics that make it work.

i, dsiToa, ardt, S=a1 3R Taist & yfafre ! ¥ HRd 1 fowd sremH dRT
T, S8l 3814 NRLM & URUMHI & T1Y-1Y 39 FaTa- a4 (operational mechanics) &I
it g

Second, the NRLM'’s architecture is cost-effective, relying not on heavy capital investment
but on community-driven processes and cadre systems that allow even resource-constrained
governments to scale the programme.

GIRT, NRLM &1 TG ARTA-WUTHY (cost-effective) B, ST URY goit a1 & o AHerie
Ufeharsll 3R SR YoMl TR Seid §, forasy Tfird Samemi areht TR +ft 39 fowR ¢ vt
gl

Third, the model aligns well with the realities of large informal economies across Africa,
where livelihood diversification and microenterprise formation are crucial.

AR, T8 Hisd Snpid! &1 98t U srfeqawarait & U 8, STal SfeiifadsT
fafaehiemzr G?RH\&HBEIH (microenterprise) WW%I

And finally, the model appeals to these countries because it is an institution-building
approach rather than a mere scheme; it strengthens local governance, enhances
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accountability, and creates long-term community capacity.

3fdd:, T8 HISd 39 SN B BT Bl § i T8 Fac T 1o el dfeh Teh TR
famfur (institution-building) TRHT B, St RAHIT R &1 ASTgd ol §, SIaEag! derdl §
3R EeiepIere WHEIRI® emdT &1 A dRarg|

India’s emerging development diplomacy

YRT B IUA faw T pe-ifa

e India’s development cooperation has historically emphasised capacity-building,
concessional finance, and technical assistance.

YR &1 I TganT Bfagies =u I &var fAmfor (capacity-building), Ramd fag 3k
TH-ieb! TeTadl R Hiad T |

e The dissemination of the NRLM marks a clear evolution — the country is now exporting
social-sector institutions grounded in its own developmental experience.

NRLM &1 TR Teh WY
RT3 &1 FRaid PRI R

aRad gl 8 — 3@ YR S0 SigHa W 3R ATHTfS 8 F

e Such institutional models create sustained linkages between bureaucracies, implementing
agencies, and community organisations, offering a distinct channel for international

engagement.

TY GRIFTT HISe YRS o (bureaucracies), foarags wofemt 3R HER% Ta &

I QR &y RIfd B &, S 8

EaNT 1 T AR A1 YeH HRa B |

e They also provide potential entry points for collaboration in digital governance, agriculture,

and financial architecture.
T Hisd

India-Zambia critical minerals

talks stall over mining rights

India’s talks with Zambia over critical minerals
mining have stalled amid a lack of assurances
from Lusaka on mining rights, two sources
familiar with the matter told Reuters. India last
year received an allocation of 9,000 square kms
to explore cobalt — a key component in batteries
for EVs and mobile phones — as well as copper,
widely used in power generation, electronics and
construction. India dispatched a team of
geologists last year, who have since returned with
samples of minerals, including cobalt and
copper. The exploration in Zambia was set to run
for three years, after which New Delhi had
planned to invite private sector companies to
participate, subject to securing mining rights.

ST 319 O 31T bt g MR T 1Y PaTee AR PHIUR Jfgd Wist

feforea T, FfY SR faxiig a1 & IganT & SR ot UeH B |1

17A. India-Zambia critical minerals talks stall
over mining rights

YRd- foefera frRed amat @=+ sftrer)
TR 3[ed!

e India’s talks with Zambia over critical minerals
mining have stalled amid a lack of assurances from
Lusaka on mining rights, two sources familiar with the
matter told Reuters.

YR 1 A1 & A1y fpfewra fred @ R aradia
P TG § HiP B 3R G G USRI W= MY
Bt Bt 3, AT | uRfra & 3 A geH ot garan

e India last year received an allocation of 9,000 square
kms to explore cobalt — a key component in batteries for
EVs and mobile phones — as well as copper, widely used in
power generation, electronics and construction.

fUzd avf URE BT 9,000 T fHaitex &1 side fBan Ut e
JE PIFTeE B! Wiol HR Jb — Sl EVs 3R TGS B Bt
il &1 T TE Ucdh § — 1Y & PraR &1 oY, foraesr sugnT
&MU ¥ Y farerelt Iare, sdaced ok i # giar 81

e India dispatched a team of geologists last year, who
have since returned with samples of minerals, including cobalt
and copper.

fUod af yRa A @ﬁﬁﬂﬁ (geologlsts) P TS <1 Yot o,
| & 1 o B

e The exploration in Zambia was set to run for three years, after which New Delhi had planned
to invite private sector companies to participate, subject to securing mining rights.

SfrraT & g 390 It aut do I arer U1, forges a1g 8 feee = fAsht 87 3t sufaat
DI YN oA & o ST A &1 AT 9918 2, =1 b W IR (mining rights)

IRIEM 81 AT
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Auto sector reaches
‘broad’ consensus
on CAFE-III norms

Latest proposal applies flatter compliance curve across five years rather

than steep annual tightening, removes relaxations for lighter vehicles

Jagriti Chandra
Lalatendu Mishra
NEW DELHI/MUMBAI

“broad” consensus
Aemerged on the
long-contested, up-

coming carbon emission
norms for cars for 2027 ata
high-level inter-ministerial
meeting on Thursday, with
small car makers making
only “minor suggestions”,
industry sources said.

The draft proposal of
Carbon Average Fuel Effi-
ciency-3 floated by the Bu-
reau of Energy Efficiency
in September 2025, which
has gone through multiple
iterations, had reached a
deadlock as the industry
remained split between
small and large car manu-
facturers over relaxations
to the former.

The latest proposal cir-
culated last week applies a
flatter compliance curve
across five years rather
than steep annual tighten-
ing, and removes relaxa-
tions offered to lighter
vehicles.

Auto industry sources
said there was a “broad
agreement” over the latest
version of CAFE-3 norms at
a discussion held with the
industry representatives
and top officials of the Mi-
nistry of Power, Ministry of
Heavy Industries and Mi-
nistry of Road Transport
and Highways.

Some had sought that
the government make no
further changes to it and
notify the latest draft.

Shifting gears: The latest proposal also comprises a super credit
scheme in which battery EVs get maximum super credits. REUTERS

“While it is a stretch to
meet some of the provi-
sions, we have agreed to
comply for the larger na-
tional interest,” a top in-
dustry source at a Mumbai-
based auto firm seeking
anonymity said adding
they appreciated the
Centre’s efforts to incorpo-
rate industry views. Anoth-
er industry representative
also seeking not to be
named said small car mak-
ers remained dissatisfied
and had offered sugges-
tions, without elaborating.
Some had proposed minor
changes to the Centre’s
super credit scheme.

Last week’s draft pro-
poses a flatter slope —
.00158 instead of 0.002 in
the first year and .00131 in
the fifth year.

The slope, expressed in
grams of CO:z per kilometre
per unit of vehicle mass,
determines how emission
targets vary with a vehi-
cle’s weight. It also re-
moves weight-based relax-
ations for smaller cars. But

a flatter curve is under-
stood to have the effect of
tightening targets for hea-
vier vehicles while reduc-
ing the targets for those be-
low the industry average
weight of 1,229 kg.

The latest version also
comprises a super credit
scheme within which bat-
tery electric vehicles and
range extended electric
vehicles have the maxi-
mum super credits at 3.
Within this scheme, the
sale of each EV is counted
as a sale of multiple EVs
helping raise the average of
the fleet and in reaching
the emission targets.

The September draft
had split the industry, with
Maruti on one side and Ma-
hindra and Tata on the oth-
er. Larger carmakers ar-
gued that the weight-based
carve-out favoured Maru-
ti’s small-car-heavy portfo-
lio while shifting the com-
pliance burden onto
companies that had invest-
ed heavily in EVs and
cleaner technologies.

17A. Auto sector reaches ‘broad’
consensus on CAFE-IlIl norms

3fTcl AaeX A CAFE-I| AFDI WR
HATYH” AgHId TT

e A “broad” consensus emerged on
the long-contested, upcoming carbon
emission norms for cars for 2027 at a high-
level inter-ministerial meeting on Thursday,
with small car makers making only “minor
suggestions”, industry sources said.

T “SATYd” HgHfd 2027 & o HRI & o
Ty ¥ faarfed ST Sre Srst ATAD!
IR TFAR DI Th - SR-HACRH d6dH
H &, forgd 31 SR Fafar dufdl 3 Had
B¢ e faT, I Gl A gari|

e The draft proposal of Carbon
Average Fuel Efficiency-3 floated by the
Bureau of Energy Efficiency in September
2025, which has gone through multiple
iterations, had reached a deadlock as the
industry remained split between small and
large car manufacturers over relaxations to
the fornler.

R 3AUTE Tell TRt (BEE) GRT
RideR 2025 T TR BT Tavsl WA
TRPRGA-3 (CAFE-3) &1 HIIGT, ol B3 IR
TN g3 ], TeRIe o Ugd a1 o1 iifs
JEAM BIC 3R g8 HR FHHTars & &9 Bic
fafaret &1 &t o arelt Fel W fawfora i

e Auto industry sources said there was
a “broad agreement” over the latest version
of CAFE-3 norms at a discussion held with
the industry representatives and top officials
of the Ministry of Power, Ministry of Heavy
Industries and Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways.

3{ict I A A Fgl fb CAFE-3 AT &
FATH TN TR IGNT Uiy 3R
fagga e, YR ST HATed SR A4S ®
uRag vd ot HaTer & 2 siftreiar
& 1Y g3 41 | “AT9d Jedfa &

e Last week’s draft proposes a later

slope — .00158 instead of 0.002 in the first year and .00131 in the fifth year.

IS g & 7l

0.00158 3R UFd a8 ¥ 0.00131 |

e The slope, expressed in grams of CO2 per kilometre per unit of vehicle mass, determines
how emission targets vary with a vehicle’s weight.

g &M, S aT8- & GoadH Ufd gfie W Ufd fdidier co2 7m § ogad &t Skt §, a8 Fuiid
FRa § o Ieol 68 a8 & a9 & IR Y dead g

e |t also removes weight-based relaxations for smaller cars.

Tg DI dTel & forg aor-3MmeTid gel &l 1t gerdar g1

T U JuIe M (slope) UEATAd fohdT T § — U8 a¥ H 0.002 & ST
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17A. India could limit sulphur exports as supplies

India could limit sulphur tighten

exports as supplies tighten

YR Myfd &t & S gew~ fFata Wt w3 aoar g
India is considering a proposal to restrict sulphur

exports after industry lobby groups raised e  “Sulphur supplies are tightening due to falling imports from
concerns about soaring prices and disruptionto  the Middle East,” a senior government official told Reuters.

supplies from the Gulf, three sources aware of . HE% T P HROT T Q_@ » aﬂ-g
the development said. Export restrictions could JepR arr{ﬁfqmﬁﬁ a 37 E’;T %1 U
WHR SABRT A AT DI T

add to l;pW?Id plzle]ss%% (()1111 géobal sul[[j:ujhur prié‘tlej;,
as supplies from the e kast are disrupted by “ . . ™

the Iran war and with China also set to restrict . Allowing exports could further pressure avallablllty, so
sulphuric acid exports from next month. discussions are under way on whether exports should be limited.
“Sulphur supplies are tightening due to falling uﬁ-qfa 3 m—fa RUGEIGI 3 h; 2d19 ghdl m-q

imports from the Middle East,” a senior aﬁ %(2[ a R e %' W
government official told Reuters. “Allowing EEIER Qﬁ % o o frafa & ifta o s = %Q |”

exports could further pressure availability, so e Sulphur is used to produce fertilisers such as ammonium
discussions are under way on whether exports Ioh d sinal h h both widel d in Indi

should be limited.” Sulphur is used to produce sulphate and single super phosphate, both widely used in India.
fertilisers such as ammonium sulphate and single YWY PT IYTNT AP T H T ST § oI SAH Fetbe 3R
super phosphate, both widely used in India.

‘India better placed than others
to brave West Asia war impact’

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

As the war in West Asia en-
ters an uncertain phase,
casting long shadows over
global energy markets and
growth forecasts, former
World Bank top official,
Keiko Honda, professor at
Waseda Business School
and former Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Multilateral
Investment Guarantee
Agency (MIGA) [of the
World Bank Group], in an
interview with The Hindu
said that India is at a signif-
icantly better position than
most nations to absorb the
cascading shocks of the on-
going conflict.

“The West Asia war is
having a cascading effect
on everything because
they are all dependent on
energy,” Prof. Honda said
ahead of an event organ-
ised by the India Exim
Bank in Mumbai.

“But I think India will be
better than many others
[countries] even if this war
continues,” she said.

She said this is due to
the confluence of structu-
ral advantages that are of-
ten underappreciated even
within India itself.

At the heart of Prof.

RivTer guR wiebe, S GFf YR § U ®U § IuanT foy o B

i

il

Honda’s assessment is In-
dia’s demographic profile.
With a population of 1.4 bil-
lion, which is predomi-
nantly young, India com-
mands a scale and
resilience that few econo-
mies can match, she
emphasised.

“Itis amazing to keep 1.4
billion people as one na-
tion. India has been very
successful, and this inter-
nal cohesion doesn’t get
the recognition it de-
serves,” she observed.

Diversified economy
Unlike many West Asian
economies whose prosper-
ity rests on hydrocarbon
wealth and whose social
compacts are now under
strain, India has been
building a more diversified
economic foundation, she
stated.

Acknowledging that In-
dia’s state-owned oil com-

India has
Q sunlight coming
in most part of the year.
You could generate a lot
of solar power. That is
very different from
building oil infra

KEIKO HONDA,
Former World Bank official

panies are absorbing signif-
icant losses daily as global
energy prices remain ele-
vated, an arithmetic that
disrupts even conservative
growth projections, she
said India has a natural ad-
vantage that no Gulf state
can claim.

“India has sunlight com-
ing in most part of the year.
You could generate a lot of
solar power. That is very
different from building oil
infrastructure,” she point-
ed out.

This solar potential,
combined with India’s stat-
ed push toward electric
vehicles and improve-
ments in urban public
transportation, positions
India to gradually reduce
its dependence on import-
ed hydrocarbons in a way
that energy-exporting na-
tions structurally cannot,
she stated.

Stating that the conflict

does create genuine vul-
nerabilities she said a sig-
nificant volume of India’s
remittances come from
workers in the West Asia’s
hydrocarbons sector.

“Should the war persist,
disruptions to that corri-
dor could dent household
incomes and consumption
but a structural shift is al-
ready underway. The ratio
of high-skilled workers, da-
ta scientists, cyber security
professionals, is increas-
ing. These are global pro-
fessionals who earn more,”
she stated.

She expressed enthu-
siasm for India’s potential
in cyber security, calling it
“probably the biggest
area” of future high-skilled
employment.

Prof. Honda said India is
not merely a passive benef-
iciary of favourable geogra-
phy, but an active corner-
stone of any stable global
order.

“The geopolitical loca-
tion of India is much better
than that of Japan which is
in Pacific Ocean and is fac-
ing Russia, China and Ko-
rea from one side. India
has a large role to play,” she
said. “You are a corner-
stone. You really are,” she
emphasised.
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17A. ‘India better placed than others to brave West Asia war impact’

‘YR I TR g & UHTT &) a4 | o 390 9 ek fRUfa A @

e Asthe war in West Asia enters an uncertain phase, casting long shadows over global energy
markets and growth forecasts, former World Bank top official, Keiko Honda, professor at
Waseda Business School and former Chief Executive Officer of Multilateral Investment
Guarantee Agency (MIGA) [of the World Bank Group], in an interview with The Hindu said
that India is at a significantly better position than most nations to absorb the cascading shocks
of the ongoing conflict.

SRS ufd R # g SfAfEd =R A vaRr o 6T 7, ot afe St areRY $iR faer
WWH@WWQ@T% Uﬁﬁ@%&ﬂﬁﬂw Keiko Honda, St Waseda Business
School &1 AR 3R Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA) ﬁ%%ﬂﬂ@ P
yd CEO §, 7 ¢ e ®1 U U Sexeg # &l fb YR TG <=1 &1 gaT Hf 39 Id @ Iud &

Wgﬁﬂ%ﬁéﬂﬁ%%@ﬁlﬁmﬁrﬁrﬁ%
Relaxation of US. day-trading rules opens the ~ 17A. Relaxation of U.S. day-
door to 1mpulswe high rlsk YOLO tradmg trading rules opens the door
ETRCETT— — e tO IMpulsive, high risk YOLO

NEWS ANALYSIS

= e oo = tEQEhiNQ

“The pattern day trader o o o
Fpmar U.S, S-efSw fAudi | Sl |
= £ 3ITaH, I W@ arel YOLO
s renne i T I gan

25%, and by

nexdy,

Denier said the average

Webull client has about

$5,000 in trading account,
25, (700

Reuters
NEW YORK

“Lose money faster’

“That can mean more free-  chas

jom to lose money faster,”
ed

e A regulatory move allowing
smaller, everyday investors to engage
in more day trading could spur
impulsive, h|gh-r|sk “YOLO?, or you-only-hve-once,” trades and allow eager individual traders
to take an even bigger role in driving markets.

BIE, T AT BT 3ifiies S-S 3 o Srgfdl & arem T e s onatfl, 3=
SRIA a1t “YoLO” It you-only-live-once” CSH Pl dJeldi T gparg sﬁvw@wﬁmé@ﬁ
P TR BT TR T B R 9t YT S THaT 2|

e The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) late on Tuesday approved a
proposal to remove restrictions that limited accounts under $25,000 to three day trades —
defined as the buying and selling of the same security within the same trading day — within
five business days, known as the “pattern day trader rule”.

U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) ﬁwﬁmwwﬁu@aﬁ
T 3 Ufsiell bl GeTam T AT S $25,000 ¥ HH WIdi &1 Urd SrifGadl H Had - S ¢gd
@gﬁ? T U g1 YR&M 1 WRle-Taeh!) I Wd #xd 3, S “pattern day trader rule” &gl
Vidl &

e The decision was a win for brokerage firms like Webull and Robinhood and retail traders
who now have a much greater ability to buy and sell frequently, but may also take on higher
risk with YOLO trades driven by conviction or impulse rather than research and portfolio

lanning.

e Pt webull 9IR Robinhood S st wall o Rt e % e was ot 3, o
HfYH IR Te-foept B o) ISt gyt e, Afer=1 3 s 2y 3R TIEwIfer T & Jo
fayrT ar 33 | IRT YoLo 2ga 31 Siifam i 31 gahd B

ey trades - defined as the
buying and selling of the % y
same security within the haveamuch greater ability tion makes it e: gate,” he said.

nning.
“Removit he resmc than a hard
r for
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17A | Why India should establish a vaccine injury compensation mechanism

YRA &) aRAH e garmasi aF T AT H-1 91fee

17A Understandl \%_‘I:arklnson s disease and its symptoms
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Should the Mythos Al model raise cybersecurity alarms?

FT Mythos Al HISH &I AISaR YR&T & Iy # fRiar Iua s3-1 arfige?

Why India should establish a vaccine
injury compensation mechanism

When the state strongly promotes vaccination as a civic duty, it must also accept responsibility for those who bear the rare but real costs of that collective effort: it is

incumbent upon India now to enact a policy and set up a mechanism to compensate those who suffer adverse effects following immunisation

Yashweer Singh

n the winter of 2021, millions of

Indians lined up outside

government health centres to

receive COVID-19 vaccines. They
were responding to public calls from
official campaigns and, in many contexts,
were effectively mandated by employers
and institutions. With over 219.86 crore
doses administered by late 2022,
vaccination was not merely a personal
choice but a social contract. What was
never made equally clear was what would
happen to those who, through no fault of
their own, suffered serious harm because
they answered that call.

India’s silence on vaccine injuries is a
governance deficit that cuts to the heart of
constitutional accountability and the
social compact between citizens and the
state. Now, the Supreme Court has
directed the Union government, in the
Rachana Gangu v. Union of India (2026)
case, to frame a no-fault compensation
policy for serious adverse events
following COVID-19 vaccination.

Rare but real
Vaccines are among the most
consequential public health innovations
in human history. Their role in
eliminating smallpox, nearly eradicating
polio, and dramatically reducing child
mortality is beyond dispute. Yet the
medical li is equally biguou
that serious adverse events following
immunisation, while rare, do occur.
Anaphylaxis, thrombosis with
thrombocytopenia syndrome (TTS) linked
to certain adenoviral vector vaccines,
vaccine-associated paralytic polio from
oral polio formulations, and
encephalopathy following some
childhood vaccines are all documented.
The rarity of these events is not a
reason to dismiss them. It is the very
reason a compensation mechanism
becomes ethically necessary. When a
harm is rare and unpredictable, the
individual who suffers it is just someone
who took a risk on behalf of collective
immunity and lost. The government’s
own affidavit recorded 92,114 Adverse
Events Following Immunisation (AEFI)
cases, including 89,332 minor, 2,782
serious or severe AEFIs, and 1,171 deaths.

Protecting public health

The Constitution does not merely permit
the State to run vaccination programmes,
but creates an affirmative obligation to
protect public health as part of the right
to life under Article 21, which includes the
right to health. If the state derives
legitimacy from promoting collective
welfare through mandatory interventions,
it must also bear the duty to remedy harm
caused by those interventions. The
“doctrine of legitimate expectation”
supports this, as citizens who comply
with state health directives may
legitimately expect not to be abandoned if
compliance causes injury. A wealthy
individual can access specialists and
courts; a daily-wage worker who suffers

The big shot: Vaccines are among the most c

ial public health i

serious adverse events following immunisation, while rare, do occur. NIRMAL HARINDRAN

post-vaccination paralysis cannot, making
the absence of a scheme not a neutral gap
but a deeply unequal one.

Existing legal remedies for vaccine
injury are poorly suited to the problem.
Tort law requires proof of fault that the
manufacturer or state acted below the
required standard of care. Where a
serious adverse event occurs because of
individual immune response rather than
any error, there is simply no fault to
establish and no cause of action to bring.
The Consumer Protection Act 2019,
allows claims for deficiency in service.
However, where vaccines are supplied
free, the ‘consumer’ relationship is legally
contested, and consumer forums are
ill-equipped to assess pharmacovigilance
evidence.

Even PILs are too blunt an instrument
for individual compensation. A PIL can
direct policy, as the Supreme Court has
now done, but it cannot administer a
claims process, leaving the legal
ecosystem structurally incapable of
uniform redress.

Practices abroad
India is not starting from scratch in a
conceptual sense. The no-fault vaccine
injury compensation model has been
road-tested widely. In the U.S., the
Vaccine Injury Compensation Programme
operates through a dedicated federal
“vaccine court’ where claimants bear a
lower evidentiary standard and are
compensated from a trust fund levied on
manufacturers, saying that the burden of
collective immunity shall not be privately

rne.

The U.K’’s Vaccine Damage Payment
Scheme provides a fixed lump-sum
payment to those who suffer severe

Vaccination is a social in.
The individual accepts a small,
quantifiable risk so that the

community is protected
from a er one

disablement from a covered vaccination,
without requiring proof of negligence.
Japan, Germany, New Zealand, and
several Nordic countries maintain
comparable no-fault frameworks. Taiwan
processed thousands of COVID-19
compensation claims within months of
rollout, offering a model that India should
study.

A framework for India
India requires a Vaccine Injury
Compensation Act, not a circular, which
can be quietly withdrawn between
elections, but a Parliamentary statute
with defined rights and independent
oversight. Second, a no-fault presumptive
causation table is needed. The law should
maintain a ‘Vaccine Injury Table’:
conditions occurring within a specified
time window following a specific vaccine
are presumed to be caused by it, shifting
the evidentiary default toward the injured
while allowing the state to rebut in
exceptional cases. Third, an independent
d ative tribunal is d

with vigilant post-market surveillance
rather than incentivising suppression.
Fifth, transparent AEFI reporting must be
prioritised. India must strengthen its
surveillance system through mandatory
disaggregated state-level reporting,
independent audits and public
dashboards, as a compensation
framework is only as credible as the data
behind it.

The trust dividend

Sceptics may argue that a compensation
scheme emboldens anti-vaccination
sentiment. The comparative evidence
suggests the opposite: robust
compensation systems consistently
correlate with higher voluntary
vaccination uptake. Trust is built not
through silence about risk, but through
transparency and accountability, and
with India’s recently launched massive
HPV vaccination programme, it becomes
urgent.

Vaccination is a social bargain. The
individual accepts a small, quantifiable
risk so that the community is protected
from a larger, diffuse one. When the state
manages, promotes, or mandates that
bargain, it becomes a party to it. A party
to a bargain that causes harm bears
responsibility for that harm. What India’s
legislature, Health Ministry, and legal
[ ity must now ensure is that the

Claims should be decided by a
dedicated quasi-judicial body with
medical and legal expertise, accessible
without datory legal rep: ion
Fourth, a dedicated compensation fund
must be set up. Funding should be shared
between the Central government and
vaccine manufacturers through a levy
system, aligning manufacturers’ i

policy that emerges is not a minimalist
gesture of compliance but a genuine
institutional commitment, one that
honours, finally and formally, the price
some citizens pay for the protection of all.

(Yashweer Singh is a penultimate year
student at Gujarat National Law
University, Gandhinagar.

T il.com)

il

in human history. Yet the medical literature is equally unambiguous that

THE GIST

v

India’s silence on vaccine
injuries is a governance deficit
that cuts to the heart of
constitutional accountability
and the social compact
between citizens and the State.

v

Existing legal remedies for
vaccine injury are poorly suited
to the problem. Tort law
requires proof of fault that the
manufacturer or state acted
below the required

standard of care

v

India requires a Vaccine Injury
Compensation Act, not a
circular, which can be quietly
withdrawn between elections,
but a Parliamentary statute
with defined rights and
independent oversight
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17A. Why India should establish a vaccine injury compensation mechanism

YRA B AR e g3masT a7 Y RTfid H-1 afee

When the state strongly promotes vaccination as a civic duty, it must also accept
responsibility for those who bear the rare but real costs of that collective effort.

q 369 TG dl J TAPTHN I U ANTRS Baod & Y H 9¢1d7 SaT 8, ol I 3 Al & forg
1t iR TR A 91T St 39 YHiR® Uar &t gaH Afd aRdfds arTd 984 &Rd g

Now, the Supreme Court has directed the Union government, in the Rachana Gangu v.

Union of India (2026) case, to frame a no-fault compensation policy for serious adverse

events following COVID-19 vaccination.

wg;ﬂwaﬁ'éfr Rachana Gangu v. Union of India (2026) A | 6% IRBHR Bl COVID-19

?W%Hra g aret 1R ufded gest & fae A-wiee gamas =ifa a9 &1 Fow faar
I

Rare but real

oY AfhT aafa®

Vaccines are among the most consequential public health innovations in human history.
& Ta o  Tad Heayu! wrdwfe Wy TaER) § 3 U@ §

Their role in eliminating smallpox, nearly eradicating polio, and dramatically reducing child
mortality is beyond dispute.

UIDH DI JHTE H, TR B AT TH B IR 910 GG &R B I@IG-1T oY I HH B
37! yftrept fAfdare 21

Yet the medical literature is equally unambiguous that serious adverse events following
immunisation, while rare, do occur.
W?WWWW@W%%W%WH&WWW T ga,
ERIE

Anaphylaxis, thrombosis with thrombocytopenia syndrome (TTS) linked to certain adenoviral
vector vaccines, vaccine-associated paralytic polio from oral polio formulations, and
encephalopathy following some childhood vaccines are all documented.

ArATs et Righ (T7S), Aifas difera Aol 4 Je
s DR, 3Rk $o ST Al & §e TABaR — 3 @b maed &
The rarity of these events is not a reason to dismiss them.
T UTHIS B gUHAT 38 ToRSHETS &R BT HRU 6! g
It is the very reason a compensation mechanism becomes ethically necessary.
T8 HRUT B & T Gairaeit o Afdd ©U J Mawaes §9 ol g |
When a harm is rare and unpredictable, the individual who suffers it is just someone who took
a risk on behalf of collective immunity and lost.

o D1 BT goiH SR SR g1 8, o fifed sufe @ g € o arfes ufavan & R
e I3/ 3R §R T

The government’s own affidavit recorded 92,114 Adverse Events Following Immunisation
(AEFI) cases, including 89,332 minor, 2,782 serious or severe AEFIs, and 1,171 deaths.

WIR & &Fq%f%ﬂ'qv_rﬂﬁﬁ%,lm AEFI (Adverse Events Following Immunisation) A
Tof forg g, forH 89,332 ATER, 2,782 TR SR 1,171 Td W €|

Protecting public health

TTdeif~1p FqTRY BT T&fT

The Constitution does not merely permit the State to run vaccination programmes, but creates
an affirmative obligation to protect public health as part of the right to life under Article 21,
which includes the right to health.

I T B! FHadt BB HRAGH T B A & 781 3T, sfeh 3rede 21 & dad
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Sfiad & SHIBR & e & U T Frdol-d WA B! & BT GHRIAD G f RId FHrar
g, fora® e &1 PR M 5|

If the state derives legitimacy from promoting collective welfare through mandatory
interventions, it must also bear the duty to remedy harm caused by those interventions.

e 30 A gal & 1y ¥ ARYfE® HedTuT & deTal bR AUdl U ol §, dl 39
31 g § g5 81 &1 WRUTS BT i off 98 S a1 U

The “doctrine of legitimate expectation” supports this, as citizens who comply with state health
directives may legitimately expect not to be abandoned if compliance causes injury.

Ay e &1 Rrgid (Doctrine of Legitimate Expectation) SH®DI Trda oRar g, Fifes S
AR I & AT RN T UTa Hd 8, éu@mﬁ&nmﬂﬁ%ﬁ?%ﬁzwﬁmo%oﬁa
g1 S|

A wealthy individual can access specialists and courts; a daily-wage worker who suffers post-
vaccination paralysis cannot, making the absence of a scheme not a neutral gap but a deeply
unequal one.

TS A5 Afad [ORIF 3R SHEadl do Ugd 9dhdl ; Al Uh f-Id HOTgR oll CIPHIHRU &
d1C AHATIR 81 oIl 8, U1 8] B Fobdl, T fohit TISiT T 31HTd U TR HHT T8]
Sfeeh TeLT SFHMAT & STal g

Existing legal remedies for vaccine injury are poorly suited to the problem.

A e & T A ST ST 39 99w & foe STy T8 2|

Tort law requires proof of fault that the manufacturer or state acted below the required
standard of care.

eI BT I& TIfad HR & HiT el g [ AT a1 79 3 3faass @A & aF® 3 -
S foa |

Where a serious adverse event occurs because of individual immune response rather than
any error, there is simply no fault to establish and no cause of action to bring. ]
el g 1R ufagd ge it I & som afaara uferen ufafssar & &Rl g1 8, agf aw
R B A1 GHeHT IaH &1 Blg YR o gidll
The Consumer Protection Act 2019, allows claims for deficiency in service.
SUHYeRIT TREOT SR 2019 Va1 H e U aral &) SAR el 2|
However, where vaccines are supplied free, the ‘consumer’ relationship is legally contested,
and consumer forums are ill- equped to assess pharmacovigilance evidence.

f3u ord 8, 98T ‘Suiear Iy S U ¥ faarfed g g, sik
wmammwmgﬁmﬁww&uw 3{Tehe B H G&H gl gid |
Even PILs are too blunt an instrument for individual compensation.
Tg1 d o S-fed it (PiLs) +ft fdrTd gamas & e sicafiies wmrg I g |
A PIL can direct palicy, as the Supreme Court has now done, but it cannot administer a
claims process leaving the legal ecosystem structurall incapable of uniform redress.
T PIL fifd FCRIT B2 el =1 o §, QfchT U <ral &t ufshan
HaTferd -Tg! R e, m@raﬂasﬁwaww 6T 37 W WIS U J 318 I8 S |

Practices abroad

faash & gurd

India is not starting from scratch in a conceptual sense.

YR dR® ¥U F Y Y YIAT T8} B W 2|

The no-fault vaccine injury compensation model has been road-tested widely.

A-Biee IR Al YT ATSd ST ATUS TU J THE0T faan 571 g1 7|

In the U.S., the Vaccine Injury Compensation Programme operates through a dedicated
federal ‘vaccine court’ where claimants bear a lower evidentiary standard and are
compensated from a trust fund levied on manufacturers, saying that the burden of collective
immunity shall not be privately borne.

3MR®T A Vaccine Injury Compensation Programme Wﬁ-‘?ﬂ?{ Tt R SIS & A1
3 Garferd Bl B, ST <ldaR TR &3 YHI0 A dFL 8l 8 3R 3-8 MAfdmsi iR g MY e
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T8 § gaHTasT faar ST 8, I8 gRfdd #Rd g i argfes ufaren &1 g afdaa wu 3 7
SREIRIRS I

The U.K.’s Vaccine Damage Payment Scheme provides a fixed lump-sum payment to
those who suffer severe disablement from a covered vaccination, without requiring proof of
negligence.

%5 P1 Vaccine Damage Payment Scheme RERIUICIRRIEG E@HQHT@[ & Bl g o
eﬁm@rmﬂvﬁwméaﬁ% fomT AToRaTg! wifad faul
Japan, Germany, New Zealand, and several Nordic countries maintain comparable no-fault
frameworks.

ST, S, geitds 3R &S AfS® /1 A A-Wiee ol U @A § |

A framework for India

YRA & fore u Tuvan

India requires a Vaccine Injury Compensation Act, not a circular, which can be quietly
withdrawn between elections, but a Parliamentary statute with defined rights and independent
oversight.

YRd P! b Vaccine Injury Compensation Act Pl W% b e T oz o[
TAG! & S 9Ty aray forT o ¥ab, S Th U1 Aed B s Wy SifUHR 3R W
[BUREIRST

Second, a no-fault presumptive causation table is needed.

IR, U AA1-Wiee AT BRUT AIIDT &1 HIRIH ¢ |

The law should maintain a ‘Vaccine Injury Table’: conditions occurring within a specified
time window following a specific vaccine are presumed to be caused by it, shifting the
evidentiary default toward the injured while allowing the state to rebut in exceptional cases.

Eb"lﬂ?[ﬁ@ ‘Vaccine Injury Table’ @:HET%'Q WW%%WWW@ Eﬁ
arelt Tt w1 I & Ias JHT SITY, fora) Tl &1 HR YIS i 3R o, Sfaifch Iy I
JYATGTHD A T FHBT TS PR B! AT B

Third, an independent administrative tribunal is required.

T, T T WIS TR &5 Saea e 2|

Fourth, a dedicated compensation fund must be set up.

T, T JHida GarTasiT HY Rifid fasar S anfeu|

Sceptics may argue that a compensation scheme emboldens anti-vaccination sentiment.
YRAATE! Ig dh ¢ bl ¢ b GATIST Aror SpT-farieht yraem &t sgrar gt 3|

The comparative evidence suggests the opposite: robust compensation systems consistently
correlate with higher voluntary vaccination uptake.

%gw%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%:mgmmﬁ@%ﬁwmﬁ%aﬁ
|

Trust is built not through silence about risk, but through transparency and accountability, and
with India’s recently launched massive HPV vaccination programme, it becomes urgent.

fayr Sifem & IR & guit ¥ 7161, Sfcs URGRIAT 8Nk Saradst I §d1 §, 3R URd & g1d &l #
= fPT MU SS HPV ABTeur SRihH & Ty T8 3R 4t 3{awaes §) oirdr |
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Understanding Parkinson’s disease and its symptoms

sSE—

pril marks Parkinson’s disease
A Awareness Month,
highlighting the need for early

recognition of this progressive
neurodegenerative disorder and the
importance of support groups for
patients and caregivers. Though
awareness has improved, healthcare
providers still find delayed diagnosis a
major challenge as symptoms are
often overlooked or misunderstood.
Identifying the condition early and
starting appropriate treatment can
help manage symptoms effectively
and improve quality of life, they say.

Natesan Damodaran, clinical lead,
epilepsy and functional neurosurgery,
Rela Hospital, Chennai, said
compared to 10 years ago, the
awareness of Parkinson’s disease is
definitely getting better. “One of the
main challenges that we face is people
missing a diagnosis. Some patients
may have tremors in the hand, but
may think that this is due to
generalised tiredness or nerve
weakness. So, by the time they reach
a neurologist for a proper evaluation,
diagnosis is delayed.”

There are three cardinal symptoms
of Parkinson's disease, Dr.
Damodaran said: “Tremors or shaking

17A. Understanding Parkinson’s disease and its symptoms

Tremors or shaking of hands is one of the
symptom of Parkinson's disease. ISTOCKPHOTO

of hands is one of them. Slowness is
the other main symptom. They may
walk slowly or drink coffee slowly.
Tightness (rigidity) is the third
symptom of this disease.”

Vivek lyer, joint director and senior
consultant, neurology, SIMS Hospital,
Chennai, pointed out that patients
with Parkinson’s are usually in the
fifth or sixth decade of their life.
Constipation and rapid eye
movement, sleep behaviour disorders
such acting out of dreams or violent
movements during sleep are the
cardinal non-motor symptoms that
can predate onset of motor symptoms
by one or two decades. Most patients

Ifh=a- INT 3R ISP AN B THH

e April marks Parkinson’s disease Awareness Month, highlighting the need for early

recognition of this progressive neurodegenerative disorder and the importance of support

groups for patients and caregivers.

30 AT Parkinson’s disease STTR=&dT HIE & fAfgd &1 7, Sl 59 WIfaia

HETadT GHEI & A8 &) SoITR Bl 2|

e “One of the main challenges that we face is people missing a diagnosis.

g foH g1

do not present to a neurologist if
non-motor symptoms are
predominant, resulting in delays in
diagnosis, he explained.

Dr. Damodaran said that
appropriate diagnosis is crucial. The
ultimate goal of treatment, he added,
is providing a good quality of life.
“Enabling patients to be independent
is the aim,” he said.

Though, currently there is no cure
for Parkinson's disease, early
detection is vital in order to slow
down the progress of the disease and
control symptoms. Medicines can be
prescribed according to the
symptoms — tremor, rigidity and
emotional disturbances, he said.

Surgical treatment

Dr. lyer said that Deep Brain
Stimulation (DBS) was a surgical
treatment offered for Parkinson’s
disease. However, it may not be
suitable for all patients. There is also
adaptive DBS, a technology which can
be programmed as per the patient’s
needs. This adapts to specific
symptoms in patients such as tremors
or stiffness. It can automatically adjust
electrical stimulation in real time,
based on the brain’s activity.
“MR-guided focused ultrasound
treatment is for tremor dominant

Parkinson’s disease and other
varieties of tremors, available in select
centres in India,” he added.

For a condition like Parkinson’s
disease, support groups play an
important role not only for patients
but also their caregivers. “A support
system is essential for patients and
their caregivers. For patients, itis a
common forum where they can
discuss their problems and get a
chance to undergo physiotherapy,
psychotherapy, psychological
counselling and occupational therapy.
For caregivers, it helps understand
the disease and help avoid burn out,”
said Shubha Subramanian, senior
consult neurology, Kauvery
Hospital, Vadapalani, Chennai.

Though there are a number of
support groups, not many are aware
of them. This gap needs to be
addressed, she said.

In Chennai, a number of hospitals
have patient support groups. These
groups get together every month and
discuss support and care including
speech therapy, physical exercises,
physiotherapy, and measures
essential to maintain functional
independence. Such groups can help
address day to day challenges faced
by patients and their caregivers.
(serena.m@thehindu.co.in)

fopR ot 2y Tge™ o1 saxgsdr 3R AT quT SgHTAH s & forg

Al BT AHT HRA &, 370 U T § ANl B e o b ST

e Some patients may have tremors in the hand, but may think that this is due to generalised
tiredness or nerve weakness.

$© ! & 81U H HU (tremors) B Febdll 8, b1 d T AIHIE YBT 1 THI I HAIY

AF Ad gl

e S0, by the time they reach a neurologlst for a proper evaluation, diagnosis is delayed.”

Wwwémﬁw fore <RIaTfoRe &

&

e There are three cardinal symptoms of Parkinson’s disease, Dr. Damodaran said: “Tremors

or shaking of hands is one of them.

Parkinson’s disease & di-l HBT TI&01 % 81 Damodaran = ®gT: “BUT (Tremors) ITH I T

gl

e Slowness is the other main symptom.
T (Slowness) TIRT T30 T 2|

e They may walk slowly or drink coffee slowly.
3 efR-ofR 9 T d & a1 R-R Biw! & gavd

e Tightness (rigidity) is the third symptom of this disease.”
FHSRAT (Rigidity) 39 INT BT TR A& 5 1"

U UgeR ¥, A9 0o g 8 38 8 ol
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Patients with Parkinson’s are usually in the fifth or sixth decade of their life.

Vivek lyer, 9gad 1R ok Ay TARHR, @T’ﬁ\_yﬁ SIMS Hospital, Chennai, = ST fa
Parkinson’s & 1T TG W%vﬁ%mﬁmﬁs‘lﬁél

Constipation and rapid eye movement sleep behaviour disorders, such as acting out of
dreams or violent movements during sleep, are the cardinal non-motor symptoms that can
predate onset of motor symptoms by one or two decades.

Hool GhT REM sleep behaviour disorders, S U1 &1 fpanfaa &1 a1 i & fae
Tfafafirar, T8 AR-fa=iie TgE @801 § o Hicx A&l J Ued faeTs & 9ad g |

Though, currently there is no cure for Parkinson’s disease, early detection is vital in order to
slow down the progress of the disease and control symptoms.

BTl Iq H Pis SUAR (cure) el 8, b1 XS TG I0T 1 W bt i =y 3R
&N ®i Frifa w1 & AU smawa® 31

Medicines can be prescribed according to the symptoms — tremor, rigidity and emotional
disturbances, he said.

IBiH Hg [ A& — HUH, FSRAT 3R HITATHD fIPRI — & SR SdTd < S Fabell 5 |

Surgical treatment
g Fafecar TR

Dr. lyer said that Deep Brain Stimulation (DBS) was a surgical treatment offered for
Parkinson’s disease.

3. lyer ﬁw% Deep Brain Stimulation (DBS) Parkinson’s disease %ﬁ“ﬂ! U Y fafeer
SUAR &

However, it may not be suitable for all patients.

gTald, a8 It AR & fore Iuged g 1 Sahd|

There is also adaptive DBS, a technology which can be programmed as per the patient’s
needs.

U® adaptive DBS dd-itd i §, for 7 &Y Sirawgerar & AR W faar S g ]
This adapts to specific symptoms in patients such as tremors or stiffness.

Tg AT & fAfry deron S HU9 a1 HSRAT & AR SHId gl g |

It can automatically adjust electrical stimulation in real time, based on the brain’s activity.
Ig ORI &1 Tl & SR R ardfas woa & faggd SUe-1 &1 THRiford &Rl 5
“MR-guided focused ultrasound treatment is for tremor dominant Parkinson’s disease and
other varieties of tremors, available in select centres in India,” he added.

I FET, “M R-guided focused ultrasound treatment HUH-UYT Parkinson’s disease &
fom Suas g 1"

In Chennai, a number of hospitals have patient support groups.

oA H o8 Rudral § AT ATt 9E ¢ |

These groups get together every month and discuss support and care including speech
therapy, physical exercises, physiotherapy, and measures essential to maintain
functional independence.

3 Y X HelH e § ik Sure, wita vt samamw, feforamaydt aur sraferes Tadsar
FIE X@H R T PR 51
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e Such groups can help address day to day challenges faced by patients and their caregivers.
. .
Should the Mythos Al model raise cybersecurity alarms?
oS irsar ] T rmm———
| = tting more and more efficient through the use
,! I PARLEY I QQ gAL So if Al can find v\ﬂnmbililirsu!?slmr. then
yes, some of the discovery work may get
n April 7, Al firm Anthropic said its What Mythos and other research automated. But that is not where the real value
new model, Mythos, is so powerful at de is the ability to autc | lies anyway. It is good that it gets automated. I
finding cybersecurity vulnerabilities iy b, bfagts ther o o think the real value lies in the reality that we
Ascem that it will not be released publicly. :_‘l‘:;::[l‘ lvl‘ :’"B ;\ ‘):;;ll,] ]l SprR (":l IL‘“L‘:}‘:\:I:I_ currently have more vulnerabilities than we can
Jakhar Instead, the company said it will be shared with PO o SERe e F handle.
Founder of firms that build critical software used across the tozero-day sellers
Payatu and economy. The initiative, known as Project ASEEM JAKHAR What p
co-founder of Glasswing, has raised cybersecurity concerns like governments that use Pegasus to hack
the Nullcon among most firms, which must now contend into phones using zero-day exploits? Does
cybersecurity with Al-enabled attackers using so-called customer side, it will help with triaging. that ecosystem of firms get a new weapon or
conference “zero-day” exploits, which are unknown even to i for ity i it is it under threat?
a given piece of software’s developers, and - will be good for those focusing on core learning,
therefore are not patched through software cerryimaces | and in the future, they will need less expertise AJ: I think it will work both ways. Every new
updates. The Hindu reported last week that the on specific subjects. technology goes through Fear, Uncertainty, and
Union government and the Indian IT sector’s Because when we talk about vulnerabilities, For example, in vulnerability identification Doubt (FUD) cycles, where people say, “If you
main cybersecurity body are both studying the there are multiple phases. You discover it, work | today, you need deep expertise in reverse don’t do this, you will be compromised.” The
implications of Mythos. Should the Mythos Al on the exploit, develop, and maybe then try to engineering across different architectures, such bad guys are eventually going to get access to
4 model raise cybersecurit rms? Aseem Jakhar weaponise it. The shift is there. That is where | as ARM and Intel. That requirement will go these [Mythos-class] tools and use them. A lot of
and Sharda Tickoo discuss this in a conversation think the urgency is more than before, because down over the years. Those who focus on core research shows that small open-source models
moderated by Aroon Deep. Edited excerpts: it is definitely going to be a very threatening learning and learn to use Al efficiently in their with a few billion parameters were also able to
move for governments and the public sector. But | workflow will benefit the most. Over the long identify what Mythos was able to find.
< Mythos is being billed as a powerful model here is the practitioner’s reality: whenever we term, let us say 10 years, we may not need that Both the attackers and defenders will catch
Country for cybersecurity. To what extent will this have been dealing with enterprises for a very much expertise, as Al will handle most of the up. One change that will happen for the
Manager, India pave ripple effects? How seriously should the long time, the discovery of the vulnerability has | heavy lifting. attackers is that the price of zero-day
;;2:‘(" ::e" o  government and industry take it? never been the biggest bottleneck. vulnerabilities will drop, because you can
Micro The biggest bottleneck has always been ST: I think this will reshape how we view identify them cheaply. The economics of
Aseem Jakhar: As per Anthropic, based on execution. The reality is that while there isa cybersecurity as a profession. It will also raise zero-day attacks will change.
what their research and blog posts say — we do focus on discovering new vulnerabilities, most the bar for many professionals. Of course, some
not know exactly what is going on behind the enterprises are still struggling to patch even part of vulnerability hunting may become more ST: This will definitely make life harder for
scenes — Mythos is quite a leap from previous known (N-day) vulnerabilities. efficient and automated. If a model can cyber-offensive outfits, because they typically
models, because they say it could do a lot of If Al starts finding ilities at scale, it identify and exploit sophisticated | rely on exclusivity, like an exploit that is not
steps autonomously, whereas current might cause a problem. But vulnerability flaws, then lower-level, repetitive work will get available to anyone else, and a time lag. If there
researchers typically need to define and do it in management is not a scanning exercise; itis a commoditised. Anthropic has said that even are Mythos-class or similar Al capabilities that
an agentic fashion. We are going to see a lot of full-fledged programme. Discovery is just one non-experts were able to use Mythos to find can find and patch vulnerabilities faster, the
bugs being identified. It is not just Anthropic; part of it. I think the real challenge is still serious vulnerabilities, and in several cases, the shelf life of zero-days shrinks.
other companies will also develop their models. prioritisation, validation, and managing it at model could also autonomously develop Some brokers might find their business
1 think delaying its release is good, but scale. exploits. models under pressure. But sophisticated
eventually, they will have to release it. So yes, this is a wake-up call. But the real However, | believe this does not mean the offensive attackers will respond by moving
From the government side, I think the response is not “find faster,” but rather to research will become less relevant - in fact, the faster. Maybe they will chain vulnerabilities and
urgency is real. What Mythos and other research protect faster and smarter. And that is where | opposite may happen. The bottleneck will shift target environments where patching and
demonstrate is the ability to autonomously think multiple other controls have to work from merely finding vulnerabilities or bugs to visibility remain weak. So while opportunist
identify bugs, triage them, and even create together from a defensive i ising, prioritising, validating them, actors may struggle, sophisticated groups will
exploits. This is going to give a lot of power to standpoint. and defending at scale. evolve. There will be focus on issues such as
zero-day sellers, both in underground markets Human research will still matter. While Al will | misc ions as a source of ili
and companies that are selling it. I think things What does the growing integration of LLMs give much-needed assistance and improve The practitioner’s reality is that even today,
are going to change once these models are in mean for ity accuracy, human research will remain essential many successful attacks do not rely on
available to the general public. Many Indians h: ds in deciding what is truly exploitable in zero-days, but on known vulnerabilities that
handsome sums in “bug bounties” by real-world environments and in understanding, were not patched in time.
Sharda Tickoo: Governments and industry alerting companies to vulnerabilities in their | for example, factors such as business impact
should take it seriously, but not in a sensational code... and attack paths. £
way. It is not like Al is entering cyber for the first On bug bounties specifically, I would not ECRR
time; what has changed is the level of autonomy, AJ: It depends on the time horizon. Over the expect elimination. Definitely there will be some ' To listen to the full interview
scale, and sophistication. It is not just about Al next five years, I think it will help bug bounty disruption. Trend Al runs zero-day initiatives; it Scan the code or go to the link
finding vulnerabilities faster; it is also about hunters find vulnerabilities faster. It will enable is one of the largest bug bounty programmes woww.thehindu.com
compressing the entire lifecycle. faster identification and reporting, and on the that we run and we are already seeing that it is

17A. Should the Mythos Al model raise cybersecurity alarms?

FT Mythos Al ATSH ®I AIgaR JR&T & gy # fiar Iaa w-l aiye?

On April 7, Al firm Anthropic said its new model, Mythos, is so powerful at finding
cybersecurity vulnerabilities that it will not be released publicly.

7 310 BT Al BT Anthropic 3 HgT f ITHT 741 ATSA Mythos TATFER JRET HHSINGT BT
WeH § ga-1 Mfdaeed § i 3 ardefe w0 ¥ SR A fasan S|

Instead, the company said it will be shared with firms that build critical software used across
the economy.

3P TOTT, U - BT b 5 39 HUHa & T A1 faar S S srferawin § Suaht g
I WEedYUl [IWEATR BT (AT Rt B |

The initiative, known as Project Glasswing, has raised cybersecurity concerns among
most firms, which must now contend with Al-enabled attackers using so-called “zero-day”
exploits, which are unknown even to a given piece of software’s developers, and therefore
are not patched through software updates.

Ig Ugd, fS Project Glasswing %81 ST 7, 7 T drufal & o9 arga” e fiamaif
3l g¢1 fau 8, f9I= 319 AI-&M gl ¥ U1 81T St JUTH T “zero-day” exploits T
TN IR B, SN T AiteadR STAu o1 +ff 1 8T 8 € SR 3T Wit dwR 3ude &
e 3l gl fbT &rd|

Aseem Jakhar: As per Anthropic, based on what their research and blog posts say — we do
not know exactly what is going on behind the scenes — Mythos is quite a leap from previous
models, because they say it could do a lot of steps autonomously, whereas current
researchers typically need to define and do it in an agentic fashion.

IR WIRER: Anthropic & 3R, 3% Y 3R AN URE & YR TR — &1 T8 SIH-31h
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Y oI i ud & NS 1 81 W18 — Mythos USd Aisal @ ga-T & Ue 931 3819 ©, Fifd
%ﬁﬁmﬂﬁ(autonomously)aﬁw% aaﬁ?aﬁnmﬁﬁmshﬁsﬁam?ﬁ?
R Tolfed a8id A A1 TSI |

What Mythos and other research demonstrate is the ability to autonomously identify bugs,
triage them, and even create exploits.

Mythos 3R 31 2y I8 fd § % I8 T & u A Ffea 3t g, 371 arffavor iR a8t

I o TeawTge (exploits) IR B BT & WA ] |

Sharda Tickoo: Governments and industry should take it seriously, but not in a sensational
way.

YReT feap: WRHRY 3R IeT o 3 iRar I a1 @1t Afes gaa-ias adie I el

It is not like Al is entering cyber for the first time; what has changed is the level of autonomy,
scale, and sophistication.

ng‘sﬁ%ﬁ?m Ugell SR WISeR &= B 311 3; S 9adl ¢ 9 TITaTdT, YHTHT 3R Sifeerdn o1
IR 5l

It is not just about Al finding vulnerabilities faster; it is also about compressing the entire
lifecycle.

g Had Al GRT HHSNRT Bl Aot F WieH BT AT 61 §; T8 T Sia=-d (lifecycle) B
Tpfud & &1 o fawa g1
Because when we talk about vulnerabilities, there are multiple phases.
Fifeh 9 §H HHASING! BI 91d B ©, af YA Ps WU B &
You discover it, work on the exploit, develop, and maybe then try to weaponise it.
30 3 Toid 8, TaT@Ise IR 1Y B &, 39 [aBRId Bd &, 3R R Yad: 34 gRaR &
Wﬁmﬂ(weaponise)aﬂﬁ%"l
But vulnerability management is not a scanning exercise; it is a full-fledged programme.
Waulnerability management WWWW?@T% %Wqﬁﬂ?ﬁhﬂ?%l
Discovery is just one part of it.
Il 3P Had Th YT 5|
| think the real challenge is still prioritisation, validation, and managing it at scale.
IRTAFAT 8 [ arafaes gt snft off wmuftrerar frefor, Teame= ik o8 9™ wR udeq 2|
So yes, this is a wake-up call.
3Ife 81, I8 U Aarasit Hbd (wake-up call) B
But the real response is not “find faster,” but rather to protect faster and smarter.
j%;rw%uﬁﬁ?m o & Ger Tt Sfep Aot 3R Sifres qFT & YRET BT ST
I
Over the next five years, | think it will help bug bounty hunters find vulnerabilities faster.
;}I@fﬂfﬁﬁﬁ, H@FITIFIT%%ZI'S’ bug bounty hunters P HHSING! DI doll ¥ WioH J Hag
I
It will enable faster identification and reporting, and on the customer side, it will help with
triaging.
T8 a9 Ugd 3R ROfET o) e o3, 3R Wee Ue R T8 triaging H eIl BT
For example, in vulnerability identification today, you need deep expertise in reverse
engineering across different architectures, such as ARM and Intel.
JTERT & folE, 3MTST HHSIRY UgHT (vulnerability identification) H 3! faftra snfhea=r
S ARM 3R Intel H reverse engineering B! e} fARvar o1 3aaedr gl 3|
If a model can autonomously identify and exploit sophisticated flaws, then lower-level,
repetitive work will get commoditised.

i P Alsd W ©U A SFicd PHSIING] Bt Ugdr 3R IThT I HR bl §, af 9-
TR, QIERTE S a1l SR "IHTAIpd (commoditised) 81 SITEH|

Anthropic has said that even non-experts were able to use Mythos to find serious
vulnerabilities, and in several cases, the model could also autonomously develop exploits.

Anthropicﬁﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ?—ﬁ'ﬁw (non-experts) ot Mythos BT UGN Txh THR HHASINGT B
Gio § & ¥, 3R $3 Al § Aisd @AW U 9 TaIwige s ff &= g ol
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e Trend Al runs zero-day initiatives; it is one of the largest bug bounty programmes that we
run and we are already seeing that it is getting more and more efficient through the use of
Al
Trend Al zero-day initiatives TaTeId PRl 8; I8 BHR GRIT IdE off I &4 §< bug bounty
FHTIHH T W U § 3R 9 U8 81 3 38 & b 98 Al & IuaRT / 31 $2Iet g1 ST ¢ |

e What happens to state-sponsored attackers, like governments that use Pegasus to hack
into phones using zero-day exploits?

IST-YTAIfTd gHaATaRY (state-sponsored attackers) W'QTIT@?IT% Y I TP S Pegasus
P IYTNT B zero-day exploits & AT I B 8P BT 82

e Every new technology goes through Fear, Uncertainty, and Doubt (FUD) cycles, where
people say, “If you don’t do this, you will be compromised.”

B 3 dP-iId Fear, Uncertainty, and Doubt (FUD) & g% & T[oRdl §, STel @i ed g, “afe
3{TY g 78 B, ol 3T FHSAT (compromised) T ST |”

e The bad guys are eventually going to get access to these [Mythos-class] tools and use
them.
3fdd: R dd 39 [Mythos-class] SUBVN I Ugd U HR A1 3R IH1 ST H |

e |[fthere are Mythos-class or similar Al capabilities that can find and patch vulnerabilities
faster, the shelf life of zero-days shrinks.
gfe Mythos-class 4T JHIT Al &mﬁﬁ@mﬁﬁﬁ T 3R Sb B bl %‘ @ zero-
days @1 3@f¥ (shelf life) U< ST |

e There will be focus on issues such as misconfigurations as a source of vulnerability.

misconfigurations P FHSIRI & Hid & ©Y § ¢ W m%&aﬁmm|

GS Paper Il1: Environment 17 April 2026

TOPICS COVERED

17A

German rescuers plan to use air cushions to save stranded whale

W ST oA Bl §5 @ d B TUM & [T TR HIF BT STIRT B B i1 41 361 8

German rescuers plan to use air 17A. German rescuers plan to use air cushions to save

cushions to save stranded whale stranded whale

S 9919 G Bl §5 ©d DI g9 & [T TIR R B
SYNT B P A1 991 38T 8

e rescuers in Germany began an elaborate operation on
Thursday to save a sick humpback whale that has been
repeatedly stranded off the Baltic Sea coast.

St & §Ta &9 A AR &1 U favgd S YR o difds
T SR §USP A $! 9] o U, ol R-IR qlfeed AFR d€
W B a1 6|

Rescuers in Germany began an elaborate operation on Thursday to
save a sick humpback whale that has been repeatedly stranded off
the Baltic Sea coast. Experts have come up with a sophisticated
plan to use air cushions to lift the animal onto a tarp, which will be
secured to two pontoons and attached to a tugboat. AP

GS Paper Il1: Disaster Management 17 April 2026

TOPICS COVERED

17A

Creeping risk
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Creeping risk

Industrial accidents occur due to
neglect of risks built up over time

n engineering reality underlying the re-

cent spate of boiler explosions is that

boilers almost never fail this way sudden-
ly. They are usually due to overpressure, scaling,
mismanaged water level, and/or revival stress,
the risk of each of which builds over time. The
boiler explosion in Sakti, Chhattisgarh, that killed
20 people also shares a few similarities with the
Visakhapatnam gas leak in 2020 and the blast at a
thermal power station in Neyveli in 2020. In the
former, safety systems at a unit had been inactive
or uncalibrated following a post-lockdown restart
while a plant restart process triggered the explo-
sion at the latter. The Sakti plant had likewise
been recently acquired, recently commissioned,
and was operating at under its full capacity at the
time of the blast. In these unstable operating re-
gimes, failures often result due to transient ther-
mal and pressure imbalances. However, in prac-
tice, neither the national boiler inspection
regime nor the regulatory framework heighten
oversight in these phases. Certification is valid for
up to a year even though boiler conditions vary
on a daily basis. The current structure also penal-
ises downtime instead of unsafe operations and
rewarding maintenance shutdowns. Events such
as those at Sakti are also evidence that the frame-
work’s focus on fabrication standards rather than
continuous instrumentation and auditing is not
working. The Centre’s focus on ‘ease of doing bu-
siness’ has favoured self-certification and sche-
duled third-party audits in place of surprise go-
vernment inspections. The Boiler Accident
Inquiry Rules were notified in 2025; whether
they will address these structural gaps remains to
be seen.

The expansion of India’s industrial capacity is
pushing ageing infrastructure harder, more
plants are operating closer to their limits, and
flaws in their management are being exposed to
more media coverage and political attention. It is
possible that these facilities have long been ex-
posing their workers to hazardous working con-
ditions, and the ensuing crises are not altogether
accidental. Contract labour is the most exposed.
A growing share of workers are migrants hired via
subcontractors, who trade blame with the opera-
tor after a disaster. The safety signage and ma-
nuals are often unavailable in workers’ native lan-
guages. Investigators have reported workers in
the Pune industrial belt since 2021 and following
explosions in Sangareddy in 2024 and 2025 being

- unaware of the names and properties of the
chemicals in their workplace. The new OSHW
Code 2020 also does not clearly hold the princi-
pal employer criminally liable for safety lapses in
contractors’ operations but qualifies it on the em-
ployer’s negligence. These are old complaints
about how India treats its labour. Until this cul-
ture is dismantled, firms’ and regulators’ incen-
tives, labour arrangements, and factory-floor
practices will keep absorbing ‘accidents’ as the
cost of doing business.

17A. Creeping risk

e Industrial accidents occur due to neglect of risks built up over
time.

N gdeg I7g & a1 fR-IR Sgd S & st & HRU
gl 81

e They are usually due to overpressure, scaling, mismanaged
water level, and/or revival stress, the risk of each of which builds over
time.

T g AfU® g (overpressure), %T, CEESKCIRING)
WY, 3RAT YH:9T¢ 19 (revival stress) & HRUTEIA §, o
ST g5y & 1Y Sedl g

e The boiler explosion in Sakti, Chhattisgarh, that killed 20
people also shares a few similarities with the Visakhapatnam gas leak
in 2020 and the blast at a thermal power station in Neyveli in 2020.
BUITE & Fadl & gofl IiaeR fawpie, S 20 @ &1 9 §%, 2020
& famaTuaa A% Rra 87k 2020 § Agadd 19 fagga e &
fawple ¥ o THFAN WA B

e However, in practice, neither the national boiler inspection
regime nor the regulatory framework heighten oversight in these
phases.

HIER H A I P Sraer Frveron yomedt ok 7 8 fFramae g
RO H TR 9T §

e The Centre’s focus on ‘ease of doing business’ has favoured
self-certification and scheduled third-party audits in place of surprise
government inspections.

&% BT ‘HIH™T FIRIAr TR & w-garoiieor iR Rufia gdia-ver
&< DI T¢Ta1 a1 8, T B BRI A0 F |

e The Boiler Accident Inquiry Rules were notified in 2025;
whether they will address these structural gaps remains to be seen.
Boiler Accident Inquiry Rules I 2025 ¥ {faferd fasar 4T, da1d 84
RIS B BT R B, T8 ST/ AV B |

e The expansion of India’s industrial capacity is pushing ageing

infrastructure harder, more plants are operating closer to their limits, and
flaws in their management are being exposed to more media coverage
and political attention.
YR Bt NS &rvar &1 AR QR S/aeRe T R 31 gard S1a
BT 5, 3P T U T & He PR PR I 5, AR T Bt 1l
31 Hiear SR IeFif® & o e & |

e Contract labour is the most exposed.

Tfaer 4ffre (Contract labour) T 3% YU B & |

e A growing share of workers are migrants hired via
subcontractors, who trade blame with the operator after a disaster.

4P BT UF 581 TR SUSHERI & ATeaw | Fgart yareht 8, <
e & SIg YO & 1Y SR &R & |

e The safety sighage and manuals are often unavailable in

workers’ native languages.

TR Thd 3R

A3 SRR HWD! B AIGUTST T U T8l 8|

¢ Investigators have reported workers in the Pune industrial belt since 2021 and following
explosions in Sangareddy in 2024 and 2025 being unaware of the names and properties of
the chemicals in their workplace.
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Staddfafl 7 2021 J gOr 3N & § TUT TIRST (2024 3R 2025) & fIThIet & a1g ug ur
% 9 U HRIRIT TR IR & 19 SR O ¥ SN 3

The new OSHW Code 2020 also does not clearly hold the principal employer criminally liable
for safety lapses in contractors’ operations but qualifies it on the employer’s negligence.

T OSHW Code 2020 Ht SHERT P FaTa H Y& Ieb & [o1T TG Faiaal &l WY =0 J
STORTIAE FU Y ITRERI et Sex1aT, Jfcdh 3 Faiadt 3t aorare! W R s=ar g

These are old complaints about how India treats |ts Iabour

T YRA T 91 & 1Y HIGR I A GRIA! FRIbrad

Until this culture is dismantled, firms’ and regulators incentives, labour arrangements, and
factory-floor practices will keep absorbing ‘accidents’ as the cost of doing business.

e b 5 GpId bl FHI &1 fba1 ST, dd b Uia 3R POt & UieTe, 41 Hawiiy
3R PRETHI-FR Pt GYTT ‘IS S SqaATT B ARG & U H WIHR Bl @0 |
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